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President’s Notes
Margaret Humphries
We come to the end of another busy
year, and I really look forward to seeing
everyone’s Guild Challenge at the May
Luncheon on the 19th at 11:00a at
Ridglea Presbyterian Church.  Although
we have a little ‘business’ to attend to --
installation of new officers, information
about summer meetings and the CAC
Show -- this gathering is mostly about
celebrating our passion.  I hope to see
each of you there.  Bring something

delicious to eat, and don’t forget your
Guild Challenge pieces.

This year, I joined both of our study
groups, and arrived at totally different
outcomes.  Study Groups have several
purposes, so I can always find a reason
to join them.  The Tapestry Study Group
was fun, but what I learned was that I
really don’t enjoy doing tapestry.  I love
the results, appreciate the work, have
great and involved ideas of what I would
like to produce, but I now know that I
don’t like to do it.  So, in a world of so
much to do and learn, I eliminated
something from my list.  I look forward to
seeing what everyone else did, but mine
is not worth seeing.  So, lesson learned.
Each of us who joined the Shaker Towel
Study Group selected a towel from the
book to make samples for everyone and
maybe a towel or two for ourselves.  I
thought this was going to be great, but
the closer I got to the deadline the more I
found I dreaded it.  Linen – my “forbidden
fruit” for the year. I got the fibre on the
loom, threaded a gazillion ends (799),
and began to weave.  All those white
threads after my colorful silk were
certainly different, but in the end,
delightful.  I wound my bobbins and
soaked them before placing them in
baggies in the freezer.  Finally, I could
delay no longer; I began to weave.  The
edges were sloppy at first because I
wasn’t used to the fibre.  The beat was a
bit lose, but I wasn’t used to the beat,
and I do mean BEAT.  I wove the
samples first, worked out all the bugs,
and then started to weave the towel.   My
confidence level was up.  I was thrilled
with the fibre, I liked weaving with the
damp weft thread, and I loved the results.
Okay, add a new fibre to my list.  Now,
I’m ready to take the workshop next
February.  Two study groups, two results,
both valuable lessons.  Thanks to Sue

Freeman, Sherri Coffey and Carolyn
Gritzmaker for being group leaders.  I’m
already looking forward to next year’s
study groups, whatever they are.

Our guild is growing, and we welcome all
the new talent and passion. Our
programs have been wonderful with an
intriguing variety, the workshops have
been fun and have taken us into new
directions, our challenges to become
better at our craft have been motivating,
and our show will keep us in the Public
eye.  Thank you to each person in the
Guild for helping us meet these goals.
It’s time to pass the shuttle to the next
president, and amazingly that is both
easy and difficult at the same time.  I
have totally enjoyed being president --
who wouldn’t with a group of people like
we have -- and it has meant a great deal
to me.  So that makes it hard.  But with
Margaret Arafat coming on as the next
president, I’m excited about her
leadership, and it will be nice to follow
her lead.  We are a lucky guild.

We also have two guild-members on the
Board of Contemporary Handweavers of
Texas so we will be well represented at
the State level. The Two-Margarets will
work hard for you in their roles as
Secretary and Newsletter Chair.

Read about CHT to see who among us
came home with ribbons – we were well
represented in the winners column.  See
our summer workshop schedule so you
won’t miss out when we sign up at the
Luncheon.  Check the CAC Show
section; it’s almost time to have those
projects finished.  And, don’t forget May
19th at 11:00.  You won’t want to miss it.

I sign off with love, thanks, and total
appreciation for you.  And, I want to see
something on the walls of the CAC from
you and you and you.  Happy Weaving.

~ � � � � � � � �
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Treasurer’s Report: May 2007

 Barb Nelson

Previous balance in March 2007:
$5,798.06

Total expenditures since last Report:
$447.55

March Program Honorarium: $50.00

CAC Renal Fees for GY2007-08: $84.00

2007 Show Reimbursements: $313.55

Total deposits since last Report:
$359.00

Fall Workshop Deposits: $150.00

Dues for GY2007-08: $40.00

Guild-stash Sales: $45.00

Advertisement in the HH: $25.00

Raffle Sales: $99.00

Present balance as of May 2007:
$6,314.70.

Dues! Dues! Dues! . . . Dues are due
at the May Luncheon!  If you haven’t
already paid them (some have, most
haven’t), you may do so at one of two
levels: $20.00 to receive the Newsletter
by e-mail or $27.00 for a mailed copy.
Please note that dues for the mailed
version have been raised as the result of
increased cost of postage and printing
supplies.  We’re sorry, but it was
unavoidable.  If you have the capability to
get an e-mail copy of the Newsletter, you
might reconsider doing so.

Please make checks payable to
“FWWG,” and give them to the Treasurer
at the Guild Meeting or mail them to –

John Grundmann
6230 Silver Creek – Azle Road
Azle, Texas 76020.

If you forget to bring your checkbook to
the Meeting or want to pay in cash,
envelopes will be available for your use.

Meeting Minutes: March 24, 2007
MaGee Grundmann

President Margaret Humphries called the
meeting to order.  Gypsy Perry welcomed
three visitors: Emmy Stewart, Sherry
Jenson, and Pam Murray.

Ann Schrader introduced Lynne Lovett
who presented an outstanding program
on using handwoven cloth to create
custom fit garments.

Secretary  - MaGee Grundmann

February Meeting Minutes were
approved as published in the Newsletter.

Treasurer - Barb Nelson [Not present]
The current balance was published in the
March edition of the Heddle Herald.

CAC Show - Nancy Berger & Allison Gray

Sign-up for volunteers will begin at the
May Meeting.

Important dates include:

�  June 30: A description of the piece
each member plans to hang in the
Show is due to Lynn Smetko;

�  August 15: Show pieces must be
delivered to Cynthia Bohnenblust; and

�  August 25: Items for the sale must
be sent to MaGee Grundmann.

Guild members are asked to donate one
(1) item for the Guild Sale.  If the item
does not sell, it will be returned to the
member who donated it.

Raffle tickets are now available for sale
at $2.00 or 3 for $5.00.

Community Service – Leslie Shimomura

Not present.

Historian - Ellen Smith/Ann Schrader

Please contact Ellen if you have items to
loan for the display.  Items brought to this
meeting were given to Ann Schrader.

Hospitality / Sunshine - Jean Walbridge

“Thank you” Rose Helmbright (who
dropped off her goodies on the way to
work), Lynn Smetko, and Allison Gray for
delivering Cynthia Bohnenblust and
Rebecca Shanks’ treats for them since
they could not attend the meeting.

Librarian - Sue Freeman

No report.

Membership – Gypsy Perry

No report.

Newsletter - Margaret Arafat

There will be no April newsletter or
meeting due to CHT in Houston.  The
deadline for the May issue is May 9.

Nominating Committee – MaGee

Grundmann

The Community Service/Education Chair
is open.  Contact MaGee if you are
interested in this position.

Programs - Ann Schrader

The Guild Challenge, “Suppressed desire
or forbidden fruit . . .” is due at the May
Luncheon.  Stretch yourself, and show us
something new.

Workshops - Teresa Sanchez

Three (3) openings remain for Jette
Vandermeiden’s Lace Weave Workshop

in October.  Approximate workshop cost
is $74; a $25 deposit is due at sign-up.
The balance is due at the May Meeting.

Web Site – Nancy Berger

No report.
Yearbook - Lorelei Caracausa

No report.

Vision - Sherri Coffey and Pat Souder

No report.

New Business
Loom-donation: Two looms have been
promised to the Guild by former member,
Laurie McGown.  The looms, which
belonged to Laurie’s mother, may need
some repair.  Input is needed to help
decide how we can make the best use of
this generous gift.
Election: Officers for the 2007-09 term
were elected.  They include --

�  President: Margaret Arafat
�  2nd Vice President/Publicity: Nancy

Berger
�  Treasurer: John Grundmann

Committee Chairs for the next two (2)
years are:

�  Hospitality/Sunshine: Evaline Wright
�  Newsletter: Jean Walbridge
�  Workshops: Cynthia Bohnenblust
�  Community Service/Education: OPEN

Summer Meetings: The Summer Meeting
schedule was announced:

�  June 24: Michael Cook will conduct a
tablet weaving workshop using Inkle
looms at Jean Walbridge’s home. Ann
Schrader will coordinate the meeting.

�  July 28: Dotty Thomas will teach
flower pounding at her home.  Dotty and
Ann will coordinate activities.

�  August 25: MaGee Grundmann and
Sue Freeman will coordinate a “TNT”
session at Nancy Berger’s home.

The Meeting was adjourned.

Programs: Ann Schrader

Spring Luncheon & Guild Challenge
“Suppressed desire or forbidden fruit . . .”

Ridglea Presbyterian Church

Saturday, May 19, is the day to show
your fellow Guild-members how you’ve
expressed the hidden you in your work.
Bring your newest weaving adventure to
the May Luncheon, and “show and tell.”

If you haven’t done the Challenge,
please come to the Luncheon anyway,
and see what your friends have done.
Everyone is welcome!
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Hospitality/Sunshine: Jean Walbridge

This month’s Hospitality Committee is
YOU!  This is the Guild’s annual end-of-
year Luncheon so bring something
delicious to share with everyone.

Don’t forget your extra weaving samples
(4" x 4") for use in the new cards to send
from the "Sunshine Committee."

Meeting Directions -- Ridglea
Presbyterian Church is located at 6201
Camp Bowie Boulevard in Fort Worth at
the southwest corner of Camp Bowie and
Westridge Avenue.  It can be reached by
going west on I-30, taking the Camp
Bowie exit, traveling west on Camp
Bowie and turning left at Westridge
Avenue (at the stop light).

An alternative path is to exit I-30 (from
east or west) at Ridglea Avenue/Ridgmar
Blvd (Exit 8B).  Turn south on Ridglea
Avenue and travel to Camp Bowie.  Turn
east on Camp Bowie to the stoplight at
Westridge Avenue.  Then follow the
directions to parking.

Please park in the lot south of the Church
(across Sunset Drive) and enter the
building through the glass loggia doors
on Sunset Drive. Someone will be
stationed there so even if you arrive late,
you’ll be able to enter the building.  The
doors facing Camp Bowie will be locked.

The Luncheon will be upstairs in Curry
Hall; there will be signs to direct you.
The Hall has a small kitchen next to it
and an elevator close by. If you have any
questions, please call Jean Walbridge at
817-921-6676.

Membership: Gypsy Perry

A big welcome to Donna Otto, our
newest Guild-member.  Donna heard
we’re a cool, fun group and that we have
great programs and workshops.  She met
several Guild-members at CHT where
she became a FWWG-member herself.

Donna lives in Claude, near Amarillo.
Some of us think we have to drive a long
way to meetings; Donna gets the prize –
305 miles! Actually, Donna’s sister lives
in Azle, so she can visit her and attend
meetings and workshops.

Donna, we’re glad to have you join our
busy group, and hope to see you soon.

2006-07 Workshops: Teresa Sanchez

Fall 2007 Workshop ~ The Lace Weave
Workshop with Jette Vandermeiden,
booked for October 6, 7 and 8, will meet
from 9:00a-4:00p each day at the
Burleson Electric Co-op Building.  A
$25.00 deposit will hold your space.  The
projected cost for the Workshop is
$74.00, but this may change due to
airline fees, number of participants, etc.
Full payment is due at the May Meeting.
See me at the Meeting on Saturday or
contact me at 817-602-5450 if you’d like
to sign-up for one of the slots still open.

We’re also taking names for the
workshop “wait list.”   Places often open,
and there’s a good chance those on the
list will be able to take the workshop.

February 2008 Workshop ~ We begin
taking deposits in September 2007 for
Katie Reeder Meek’s Linen Workshop.
Fees will be announced later.

FWWG Library: Sue Freeman

The following books have been or will
soon be added to the Guild Library:

The Gartner Manuscript, Adaptations and
Text by Gene Elizabeth Valk, The Linen
Press; 2006.  224p.

1000+ Patterns in 4, 6, and 8 Harness
Shadow Weaves, Marion Powell; 1976.
269p.

Creative Weaving: Beautiful Fabrics with
a Simple Loom, Sarah Howard and
Elizabeth Kendrick, Lark Books; January
2008.

Polychrome: Colorful Techniques for
Weaving, Carolyn Gritzmaker, 2007. 55p.

Book Review: Betty Smith

Patterns for Tapestry Weaving: Projects and
Techniques, Nancy Harvey. Pacific Search
Press: Seattle, Washington, 1984c.

I’ve been fascinated by weaving since I
read a story about a young pioneer girl
who had to weave as part of her daily
chores.  My first opportunity to weave,
however, didn’t come about until 30

years later when I attended a
Southwestern tapestry weaving class.
As I explore other types of weaving, I©ve
discovered that my foundation structure
is tapestry so when asked to review a
book on tapestry, I chose this one.

Patterns for Tapestry Weaving is a
companion book to the previously
published The Guide to Successful
Tapestry Weaving.  Although in Patterns
. . ., Harvey often refers to page numbers
and background information in the first
work, it isn’t necessary to have both
books.  As the individual patterns are
examined, all of the basics are discussed
and explained in this second work.

The format is a self-study text based on
progressively more complex patterns
designed to teach the techniques as well
as the steps necessary to weave a
tapestry.  From the introduction, Harvey
proceeds to a discussion about loom
selection, including building, warping,
and weaving on a nail frame loom.

Actual weaving begins with a study guide
for the first sampler.  The techniques
discussed are the basic principles of
weaving, slit techniques for adjoining
colors, warp and weft interlock, horizontal
and vertical strips, rounded shapes, lazy
lines, and outlines.

The second sampler continues the
development of techniques, and includes
the additional topics of adding a color,
hatching, and circles.  Variations on
these techniques are explained and
augmented with discussions on double
weft interlock; soumak; spots of color;
and blending.  Harvey also offers a
comparison of the different techniques,
which serves as a review and picture
dictionary.

The final section is a guide to nineteen
different patterns.  Details of pattern
preparation followed by specific
information and instructions to weave the
design are presented.  Individual
differences and style are encouraged
throughout the discussions of all of the
designs.  This is a definite strongpoint
because design change is possible at
any time during the weaving of the
patterns.

I found this book to be well-written and
interesting. The instructions concerning
the techniques are easy to understand

Congratulations!
Guild-member DeeDee Bryne and

husband, Danny, are the proud parents of

twins, Ginny and Mollie, born May 8.

John and MaGee Grundmann are the

equally proud grandparents.  It’s their

second set of twin grandbabies this year!
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and the accompanying diagrams are
clear.  The author provides a variety of
subject matter in the patterns that
progressed logically from the simple to
the more complex.  I would
recommended this book to weavers
interested in beginning a study of
tapestry or to those who want to advance
their skills.

Shaker Towel Study Group: Sue

Freeman

On May 19, a set of completed samples
will be distributed to everyone who
submitted samples for this study group. If
you wove a towel with your samples,
remember to bring it to the Luncheon.

If you didn’t bring your samples to the
March Meeting, don’t forget to bring them
to the May Meeting.  Each of your 19
3”x3” samples should be accompanied
by a write-up that includes a copy of the
pattern draft, the type of fibre you used,
other specific weaving information,
including any problems or variations you
encountered with the draft.

If you haven’t finished your samples,
keep working.  You can deliver them to
me later, after which you’ll receive a set
of samples from everyone else.

If you have questions, please call me at
817-790-2177.

 “ Textiles, Textures & Treasures:”
FWWG Show 2007-- Nancy Berger

September is coming faster than I ever
imagined.  I still need to warp the loom
for my challenge and have yet to perfect
a showpiece for September.  I do hope
everyone is much further along than I.

For this Show to equal the success of
2005, we need the help of all Guild-
members!  Here are the deadlines
necessary to make the show happen
followed by the opportunities available
and the number(s) of volunteers needed.

Deadlines:

�  June 30: Entry descriptions
submitted to Lynn Smetko

�  August 15: Entry pieces delivered to
Cynthia Bohnenblust

�  August 25: Sale items delivered to
MaGee Grundmann

�  September 1: Hang the show – Sally
Middleton

�  September 8: Gallery Night Sale and
Reception

�  September 29: Take down the Show

Volunteer Opportunities:
�  Distribute postcards by August 1 (1)
�  Transport show items to CAC the

morning of September 1 (4-5)
�  Hang show the morning and

afternoon of September 1 (5)
�  Assemble booklets before

September 1 (4-5)
�  Accept sale items between August

25 and September 7 (3)
�  Set up the Sale area the morning of

September 8  (4-5)
�  Work the Sale, September 8, Noon–

9:00p (12)
�  Set up the Reception, September 8,

4:00-5:00p (4)
�  Help during the Reception,

September 8,  5:00-9:00p (4)
�  Clean up after the Reception,

September 8, 9:00p (3-4)
�  Take down the Show September 29,

3:30-5:00p (4-5)
�  Store unclaimed items taken down

September 29 (1)

Please remember to prepare an
“inspiration” page that contains fibre or a
woven sample and, if possible, the
inspiration (picture, magazine article,
etc.) that caused the creative juices to
flow resulting in your displayed item.  The
pages will be compiled in a book for
Gallery Guests to touch and, hopefully,
understand the art behind the weaving.

Show 2007 Brochure Lynn Smetko

The deadline to submit information about
the item(s) that you are entering in the
Guild’s 2007 Show is June 30, 2007. The
information will be used to create the
booklet for our show.  Your pieces DO
NOT have to be woven or submitted on
that date, but the information about them
does.  Please email, mail or call me with
the following details for each piece you
will be entering:

�  Weaver
�  Title of the piece
�  Fibre
�  Weave structure
�  Other details you would like to

include about the piece
�  Sale price or NFS (not for sale)

Please heed this deadline since this is
the only way to ensure information about

your woven piece is included in the Fall
2007 Program brochure.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday to You in May!

Martha Zinn  (18), Sally Middleton (22)

Lynn Young (25), Cynthia Bohnenblust (28)

Lois Robertson (29)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did you know . . . Carolyn Gritzmaker
has written and published her first book?
Polychrome: Colorful Techniques for
Weaving, is Carolyn’s “ . . . personal
journey of exploration” in her quest to
“add color to [her] weaving.”  It’s a lovely
little volume with photographs of her work
to accompany each section or chapter,
as well as detailed instructions and
comments for those adventurous enough
to try the techniques themselves.
Congratulations, Carolyn!

“  . . . on the Road again . . .”
Margaret Humphries

Tom and I spent April 3–9 in Boston.
While Tom attended a Photoshop World
Convention, I was on my own to explore
to explore the city. The “7-Day Charlie
Pass” allowed me to hop on and off
subways, buses, and water taxis all
week.  We even took a train to Salem to
check out the hometown of the witch
trials.  I didn’t really search for fibre-
related things, but can any of us truly
travel without keeping our antenna out
for things of interest? First, every man,
woman and child had on a scarf,
wrapped and re-wrapped around necks
in an attempt to ward off the cold, biting
winds. Our normal, narrow scarves were
insufficient for the job; my shawl,
however, was up to the task.  I stopped in
posh shops on Newbury Street, found
the perfect leather jacket at AKRIS (Tom
got a picture for me), and met another
weaver while there.  She wore a
delightful square shawl she had woven,
and we were drawn to each other in this
shop where most of the clothes cost
thousands of dollars.

At the Museum of fine Arts, we
discovered Beyond Basketry, Japanese
Bamboo Art, the most fantastic Japanese
basket exhibit.  The Japanese have used
woven bamboo containers for thousands
of years, but it was not until the mid-
1800’s that basketry emerged as a
prestigious art form.
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Exquisite!

Contemporary bamboo art has strayed
from its functional origins for the most
part. The masterpieces in this exhibit
were exciting, innovative, intricate, and
meticulous. Wow! The guard said to
return in May for lessons.  I wish.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Happy Birthday to You in June!

Katherine Novak (3), Margaret Arafat (4)

Jane Cashion (12), John Grundmann (20)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Summer 2007 Meetings

It’s summer, and you really need to get
out of the house, away from the kids, the
husband.  The challenge of getting ready
for the big Show in September is getting
on your last nerve.  Come join us at one
of our Summer 2007 Meetings.  These
are fun, bring-your-lunch events where
absolutely no Guild business is
conducted.  You may attend one or all of
the following –

�  Sunday, June 24: Card Weaving
with Michael Cook.

Card Weaving 101: Basics (morning) -
Students will learn the basics of card
weaving, including how to warp (and
warp FAST!), and weave basic patterns.

This class will use pre-warped tablets to
get to the weaving sooner.  Michael will
warp the first batch for us at home, then
show how it’s done and give everyone a
chance to practice.

We’ll cover simple black and white
patterns, including warp-wise and weft-
wise strips, checks and chevrons.

A $15 materials fee covers handouts,
pre-warped packet of 15 tablets and yarn
for the weft.  You will need to bring some
sort of tensioning devise – an Inkle loom
works perfectly, but two clamps and a
board will do fine.  Or, in a pinch, we can
tie you to the table backstrap-style.
Scissors and other necessary tools will

be provided.  If you already have tablets
and want to bring them already warped,
the handouts and incidentals are
available for $2.  Please contact Michael
for detailed information on how to set up
the loom!

Card Weaving 102: Advanced
Techniques (afternoon) - After lunch,
we’ll cover more advanced methods
for turned-pattern and supplemental-
weft decoration.

Three techniques will be covered in this
class: Egyptian diagonals, double-face
and brocade.  Double-face and brocade
can be used for a wide variety of
lettering, imagery and other designs.

Students will work on the SAME set of
tablets used in Card Weaving 101.  If you
want an additional set of cards, however,
please include a second $15 supply fee.

The workshop is limited to 15
participants, and you must sign-up by
June 2 to allow Michael time to prepare
the materials.  To sign up after May 19,
contact Margaret Arafat or Ann Schrader.

�  Saturday, July 28: Flower Pounding
with Dotty Thomas.

Dotty will teach us to transfer lovely
botanical images to cloth.  She will have
a dishtowel pre-mordanted with alum and
cream of tartar as well as paper for use
by each participant.

Release that tension . . . pound a flower!

Dotty has done extensive (and
enthusiastic) research on the pounded
flower project.  In her previous research,
she’s pounded botanicals on silk and
cotton using fern, impatiens, lantana,

bougainvillea, pansies, Persian shield
plant, pinks, caladium, Rose of Sharon,
begonias, geraniums, marigold, coleus,
Japanese maple, and wild grapevines.

Each participant needs to bring --

�  botanicals,
�  a small wooden cutting board,
�  a small flat headed hammer, such

as a tack hammer,
�  $3.00 to cover cost of the towels,

and a sack lunch.
The workshop is limited to 13; sign-up is
at the Guild Meeting on May 19.  Contact
Dotty or Ann Schrader if you have
questions.

�  Saturday, August 25: “TNT or ‘Tricks
of the Loom” with Sue Freeman and
MaGee Grundmann.

Have questions about how to tie on your
warp with shoestrings?  Use a skeleton
tie-up?  Make your loom your friend?
These ladies can help.  Bring your lunch
and your questions, and learn how to
make your weaving life easier.  There
probably won’t be enough time for
everything . . . there wasn’t last summer,
but there’s always next year.

Reminders about these workshops, and
directions to the homes of our gracious
hostesses will be provided in summer
mini-newsletters.

Summer Dye Date

Margaret Humphries and Lynn Smetko
are offering a Summer Dye Date on
Tuesday, June 12 at 9:00am. You
provide the fibre; we provide the mordant
and dyes.

Guild Workshop Rules apply, and we can
accept no more than 10 participants.
You may sign up at the May Luncheon or
online at lc.smetko@verizon.net or
margtom@mac.com.  The cost is $30.00
payable at sign-up.  We will provide
workshop information to those who sign
up. Contact us if you’re interested.

Wanted!
Jane Cashion wants to buy a used
workshop loom in good condition.
If you have or know of one, please
contact her at 940-365-2759 or
jcashion7478@sbcglobal.net
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CHT 2007 Reflections . . . Participants

were asked to share their impressions of CHT.

We hope it encourages you to join us at CHT

2009 in San Antonio.

Margaret Humphries – It’s so much fun to
be off for a weekend focusing on
weaving with friends. Our trip down to
Houston was wonderful, including a
gourmet picnic and great conversation.

The Houston Guild worked hard to put on
a conference with a variety of topics and
nationally-known presenters.  I did 1½
days with Bonnie Inoyue, which s-t-r-e-t-
c-h-e-d my mind.  Even though I don’t
own weaving software (I will soon), there
was magic in immediately seeing
different results with a click of a mouse. I
ended Sunday morning with a fun
workshop -- gelatin printing.  Yes, like
Knox gelatin.

Most of all, I liked seeing so many
members of the Fort Worth Guild
present, and I can hardly wait to hear
what each of them learned.  The Heritage
Arts booth was great – good job.  Kudos
to Ellen Smith for organizing the very
best Guild table; thanks for a job well
done.  We came home with more fibre,
fresh ideas, and new inspiration.  A year
from now – Florida.

The Guild received five awards in the
Members’ Exhibit --

�  1st Place Fashion Accessories: Lynn
Smetko, “September Wedding” Shawl.

�  1st Place Best Use of Dye
Techniques: Lynn Smetko, “Autumn in
the Vineyard” Shawl.

Get out the brooms; it was a clean sweep
in the Functional Household category --

�  1st Place - Margaret Arafat, “Happy
Hour” towel set;

�  2nd Place - Lynn Smetko, “Peaches
and Cream” towel; and

�  3rd Place - Barb Nelson, “Easter”
towels.

Sherri Coffey -- I loved the keynote
address Saturday night.  It was
encouraging, funny, poignant, accepting.
I also really liked the “Dye with Gelatin”
class -- pure fun!  It was great to be
around so many like-minded, yet different
and creative people.

Rebecca Shanks -- I found all three of my
seminars worthwhile and enjoyable. The
first was Daryl Lancaster sharing how to
make patterns fit real women©s bodies.
Ruby Leslie showed her experimentation
with color and weave to the extent that
she showed one weave structure many
color-ways and one color-way with
several weave structures.  Anita Mayer
shared her vast knowledge on the history
of embellishing cloth in many cultures.

Lynn Young -- I had a wonderful time. I
took the all day workshop, "Mud Pies for
Adults," with Anita Mayer.  We used
various bonding agents with foil,
Angelina Crimped, Crayons for fabric, Rit
dyes, bleeding tissue paper and other
items that made magic for embellishment
of fabric.  It was the most fun I©ve ever
had in a workshop -- the best organized,
too.  And the food was great.  I look
forward to the next CHT!

“Just a few good friends . . .”

Ann Schrader -- The most positive
experience!  I had three seminars with
Anita Luvera Mayer plus her keynote
speech, slide show and modeled
shrouds.  What a wonderful “women-of-
the-world” advocate she is.

Anita Luvera Mayer, Keynote Speaker and

Woman Extraordinaire

Lynn Smetko -- I took several classes
from Bonnie Inouye and no one else - it
was my Bonnie conference and my head
is still spinning!  Aside from learning what
she was teaching in each class (tie-up
workshop, the flowing line, turned
taquete), I marveled at how skilled she
was in using her weaving software,
Fibreworks PCW, which I also own.
There were enough commands that I had
never seen that as soon as I got home, I
called the company and upgraded (for
free!) my Silver 4.1 software from version
6 to 16.  Hadn’t done that recently, had I?

I was also impressed with how wonderful
it was to sit in a class and have the
instructor use a computer connected to a
projector. The amount of material that
she was able to show us was amazing.
Her weaving software was up and
running, and we could see everything
she was doing on the "big screen." To
support drafts that she was making, she
had only to open her photo file and show
us what she was talking about.  Many
people in the classes didn’t own
computer software (although a lot of
them wanted to buy it after seeing what it
could do), and some didn©t even use
computers.  A few felt that the classes
were over their heads because of this.  I
really don©t think that’s true, and wish
they didn©t feel that way.  One can learn
so much more by virtue of the instructor
being able to take advantage of
technology, and quickly show how to
build a draft and then let us see one draft
variation after another.  Whether or not
students use weaving software is
irrelevant to the varieties of drafting that
the instructor presents in class.  Those
who don©t use computers to draft projects
can still take away what they learned
about the topic, and apply it to the drafts
that they make by hand.

Jean Walbridge -- This was my first CHT.
I enjoyed the classes, and now have a
better understanding of the opportunities
available to me next time.  I loved the
vendors: made a quick tour the first day,
made a slower tour later on, and finally
inspected many booths carefully. I found
a huge variety of fibre (and beautiful
colors) and many friendly people eager to
help me use their wares.  What fun!
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The Wonderful World of Fibre –

Lynne Lovett

This is the first in a series of articles in
which we’ll look at the properties of the
fibre with which we work.  Here’s the
plan: we’ll begin with a general
discussion, follow with an exploration of
natural- and man-made fibre, and end
with a look at the newest, high-tech fibre
available to us as handweavers.
Hopefully, we’ll move into fabric structure
after that.  It would be wonderful if
someone would be willing to write about
yarns (plain, complex, novelty, etc) as a
bridge between the fibre and structure
articles – volunteers?

The weaver’s art is often an intuitive one
as we select the fibre and structure to
create our cloth. The combination will
often determine the success or failure of
the finished product.  Generally, we start
with the fibre when planning. Even the
authors of my 1982 version of The Vogue
Sewing Book talk about the importance
of fibre in a fabric: “Although its
properties may be altered by yarn and
fabric structure and by finishing
treatments, ultimately a fabric’s origin
[fibre] and chemistry are its soul.” (p. 36)

Fibre types basically fall into two
categories – natural or man-made.
Although some natural fibre are from
minerals (asbestos) or metals, most of
our weaving fibre from this broad
category will be either from animals
(protein) or plants (cellulose).  No matter
their origin, natural fibres are not
perfectly uniform.  The irregularities in
their formation are what give them their
distinction, and for us as weavers, make
them more forgiving than many man-
made fibre.

Among the cellulose fibre we’ll look at will
be cotton and linen, as well as bamboo,
hemp and other less common plant fibre.
Then we’ll examine protein fibre,
including wool, other hair fibre (mohair,
alpaca, angora, etc.) and silk.

Even though, as weavers, many of us
shy away from man-made fibre, we’ll
examine both those derived from natural
materials (such as cellulose or protein --
rayon, soy silk, etc.) as well as those that
are synthesized or developed from basic
chemical sources. Many advances have

been made recently, and new fibres are
more available to weavers, so a few of
them will be included in this exploration.

Before examining individual fibre, the
following is a brief generalization of the
two main categories of natural fibre --

1. Cellulose fibre come from the seed,
stem or leaves of a plant, and have
the following in common:

·  Good absorbency. They are
especially good for towels, and their
absorbency makes them comfortable
to wear in warm climates.

·  Can withstand relatively high
temperatures.  They can be boiled to
sterilize or dye, and can be ironed at
high temperatures.

·  No fibre memory.  The downside of
this is that fabrics made of cellulose
fibre wrinkle profusely.  The up side is
that they will hold pleats and crinkles
well – at least until the next washing.

·  Lack loft.  The fibre packs well into
a compact yarn and can be used to
make higher count fabrics.

·  Resistant to moths, but very
susceptible to mildew.

·  In general, wet strength is greater
than dry strength (why they make
good rags, and also, I suspect, why
misting or humidifying linen warps
helps.)

2. Natural protein fibre also have many
characteristics in common:

·  High resiliency.  Fabrics made of
protein fibre (especially wool & hair)
resist wrinkling and will hang out
between each wearing.

·  Weaker when wet so handle
carefully during wet-finishing.

·  Harmed by alkali.  Use a neutral
soap or detergent. Perspiration will
weaken the fibre.

·  Harmed by oxidizing agents.
Chlorine bleach will damage fibre.

·  Responds better to moist heat
(steaming or a damp press cloth)
when ironing.  Avoid dry heat.

This general discussion of fibre seems to
be a good place to include information on
using a burn test to help identify the fibre
in your mystery yarn.  While not
definitive, the following will help you
identify most of your yarn.  If you suspect
the sample is a blend, testing several
times may help sort out fibre contents.

A simple disclaimer here: use all
necessary safety precautions!  Use a
work surface made of materials that
won’t burn, dispose of burned remnants
in inflammable receptacles, and work in a
well-ventilated area, etc.

To do a burn test, cut yarn into 4” to 6”
lengths, and fold double.  Holding the
fibre with tweezers, ignite the ends, using
a small votive candle rather than a
match.  Watch how the fibre reacts as it
approaches the flame. Pay attention to
the odor of the smoke and the color of
the smoke and flame.  Let the ash cool
and examine it.

The following information is gathered
from several burn charts and is arranged
alphabetically by fibre, within the two
main categories of natural and man-
made:

Natural Fibre
1. Bast Fibre (flax, jute, ramie, hemp,

linen, sisal, coir)
·  Ignites quickly and doesn’t shrink
from the flame.  Continues to burn
when removed from the flame.  Burns
less quickly than cotton.

·  Odor: burning leaves or wood
·  Ash: light gray and feathery

2. Cotton
·  Ignites quickly with a yellow flame
and doesn’t shrink from the flame.
Continues to burn rapidly when
removed from the source flame, and
may have an afterglow.

·  Odor: burning paper or wood
·  Ash: light ash, easily blows away
(may be dark if cotton is mercerized)

3. Silk
·  Burns slowly and may curl away
from the flame.  Self-extinguishing
when removed from the flame.

·  Odor: burning hair or feathers
·  Ash: brittle, crushable, shiny dark
bead

4. Wool & other hair fibre (alpaca,
cashmere, mohair)
·  Burns slowly and more difficult to
ignite than silk.  Self-extinguishing
when removed from the source flame.

·  Odor: burning hair (stronger than
silk)

·  Ash: brittle, dark, irregular bead
that is easily crushed and forms a
hard ash
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Some man-made fibre
1. Acetate

·  Burns and melts.  Fuses away
from the flame and continues to melt
when flame is removed.

·  Odor: vinegar
·  Ash: hard, black, irregular bead

which is difficult to crush

2. Acrylic (monocrylic & polycrylic)
·  Flares at match touch and burns

quickly with a hot, sputtering flame
(drip danger).  Self-extinguishing
when removed from flame, but
continues to melt.

·  Odor: strong, acrid, chemical
·  Ash: no ash, just a hard, dark,

irregular plastic-looking bead that
won’t crush

3. Nylon
·  Rate of burn varies with fibre/fabric

treatment. Melts without burning in
flame, and shrinks away from flame.
Self-extinguishes when removed from
flame, but continues to melt slowly.

·  Odor: not always distinguishable.
Celery

·  Ash: no ash, but a hard, gray,
non-crushable bead

4. Polyester
·  Quick burning, fuses, shrinks away

from the flame, melts.  Not always
self-extinguishing when flame is
removed, and continues to melt

·  Odor: slightly sweet, chemical,
acidic

·  Ash: no ash, hard, dark, round
bead that won’t crush

5. Rayon & tencel
·  Scorches and burns quickly and

may flare. Burns more quickly than
cotton.  Bright yellow flame.  May
continue to burn when the flame is
removed.

·  Odor: burning wood or paper
·  Ash: no bead (unless there is a

finish on the yarn/fabric).  Soft gray,
flaky ash

6. Spandex (lycra)
·  Melts slowly and shrinks from

flame.  Self-extinguishes when flame
is removed, but continues to melt.

·  Odor: acidic, sharp, bitter
·  Ash: plastic bead, gummy

Internet Resources: Web sites offer

assistance or interesting or useful information.

Share your favorites.

�  Fort Worth Weaver’s Guild –
http://www.fortowrthweaversguild.com

�  Other Guild postings are available at
http://www.FortWorthWeaversGuild@yahoogr

oups.com.

If you’re not a member of this on-line
group, the process to become one is
simple –

1. Go to “yahoogroups,” and create a
persona.

2. Go to “FortWorthWeaversGuild,” and
request admission.

3. This process triggers yahoo to ask
Lorelei if you can be admitted.  All guild
members are admitted; outsiders are
NOT, a feature that assures NO SPAM.

4. An e-mail “welcome” tells you when
the process is complete.  That’s it!

Visit this site --

�  http://www.wormspit.com

A visit to Michael Cook’s web site will
give you a quick look at his exquisite silk
work, most using silk from his own
worms.  If you’ve never seen his work,
prepare to be dazzled.  He has links, too.

. . . from the Editor . . .
Margaret Arafat

This is the end of my tenure as
Newsletter Editor.  Soon, I’ll move from
the back to the front page, and let me
assure you it’s with mixed emotions.  But
as I have a short attention span, it is time
to hand the job off to another.  I’ve had
the position long enough.

When I accepted the editing job four
years ago, I thought it would be a fun
way to learn about the Guild and its
members.  I was right, and best of all,
I’ve made great friends along the way.
The support you gave me during our stay
in Italy was profound.  I’ve thanked
everyone repeatedly, but it still doesn’t
express what or how much it meant.

No one is a bigger fan of the Heddle
Herald than I.  It’s so much fun to be the
first to read about your travel adventures,
your thoughts on weaving, and fibre arts
in general.  I get to check the new web
sites you want to share, and see on-line
exhibits from museums all over the
country.  And the photographs!  You see

one or two per issue . . . I get them all.  I
keep them, too.  I’m so grateful to
everyone who has contributed just the
least little bit to help make this such a
fantastic newsletter.  You made the
journey worthwhile.  Your complements,
comments, and even your criticism have
been appreciated.  It also kept me on my
toes.  I am so grateful for and to you all.

On May 19, Jean Walbridge will become
our new Editor.  She’ll need your support,
input, and articles . . . I know she’ll have
them, and all by the deadline, too.

I look forward to seeing you at the May
Luncheon and at each meeting in the
coming year.  Now get back to your loom!

Advertising in the Heddle Herald is

available at the following rates:

$20 = full page

$15 = 2 columns or ½ page

$10 = 1 column or ¼ page

$5 = less than 1 column or �  page

Rates are per issue and apply to any

business ad regardless of Guild-affiliation.

Ads must be submitted in copy-ready

format.  The sale of personal fibre-related

equipment is listed free of charge by Guild

members; all others are charged $25 per

issue.  Checks are made payable to

“FWWG.”   Contact the Editor to advertise

or for more information.   

For Sale!
Cherry Norwood Floor Loom

$400
36” , 4-harness

Contact Teresa Sanchez
817-602-5450
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2006-2007 Committees
Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are

in the Yearbook.

CHT Samples

Lorelei Caracausa

Community Service/Education

Leslie Shimomura

Financial Advisement

John Grundmann

Guild Show - 2007

Allison Gray; Nancy Berger

Histor ian

Ellen Smith

Hospitality &  Sunshine

Jean Walbridge

L ibrary

Sue Freeman; Lorelei Caracausa

Membership

Gypsy Perry

Newsletter

Margaret Arafat

Nominating

MaGee Grundmann

Vision

Sherri Coffey; Pat Souder

Web Site

Lynn Smetko, Nancy Berger, Sherri Coffey

Yearbook

Lorelei Caracausa

Miscellaneous

Share your experience and knowledge and

keep the HEDDLE HERALD informative

and interesting.  Send articles and reports to

Margaret Arafat at harafat@mindspring.com

or call 817-379-1493 or 817-422-8134.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Swap & Shop . . . your trash may be

someone’s treasure.  If you’ re cleaning off

your shelves, don’ t forget your fellow fibre

fiends.  Put a price on it and bring it with you!

Books, magazines, yarn, patterns, tools,

equipment – if you can haul it in, someone

may want to take it off your hands.  If it

doesn’ t sell, you take it back home.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Show-and-Tell, etc. . . . Remember to bring

your fibre-related items for Show-and-Tell,

and don’ t forget your nametag and cup.

Events Calendar
�  Balenciaga and His Legacy

Date: February 4 – May 27, 2007

Location: Meadows Museum, SMU

Campus, Dallas

Information: 214-768-2516 or

http://www.meadowsmuseumdallas.org

�  Card Weaving -- Michael Cook

Date: Sunday, June 24, 2007

Location: Jean Walbridge’s home.

�  Flower Pounding -- Dotty Thomas

Date: Saturday, July 28, 2007

Location: Dotty Thomas’ home.

�  Tricks of the Loom – Sue

Freeman & MaGee Grundmann

Date: Saturday, August 2, 2007

Location: Nancy Berger’s home.

�  Textiles, Textures & Treasures:

FWWG CAC Show 2007

Date: September 2007

Additional Information TBA

�  Lace Weave Workshop: Jette

Vandermeiden

Date: October 6-8, 2007

Location: Burleson Electric Co-operative

Building, Burleson

Information and/or Registration:

Teresa Sanchez 817-602-5450

�  Linen Workshop: Kati Reeder

Meek

Date: February 2008

Additional Information TBA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know of an upcoming event, don’ t keep
it to yourself, share the information so

everyone can see what, where and when it is.

The HEDDLE HERALD is published eight

times a year for members of the Fort Worth

Weavers’  Guild.

Unless otherwise noted, the FWWG meets

at the Fort Worth Community Arts Center,

1309 Montgomery Street, at the corner of

Montgomery and Lancaster Avenue.

Meetings are held on the fourth Saturday of

the month during September and October

and January through April.  Meetings begin

at 10:00 AM for coffee, followed by a

10:30 AM Business Meeting and Program.

The December Meeting is a Christmas

Party held at a member’s home on a

Saturday selected by the Board.  The May

Meeting, a potluck luncheon at which new

officers are installed, may also be held at a

member’s home.

Dues for membership in the FWWG are

payable in May at two levels: $20 a year

for members who receive Internet copies of

the Newsletter and $27 per year for those

who receive it through the US Postal

System.  Checks are made payable to the

“FWWG.”

� � � �
 	 $� �%� 
 �

New Hours!

Wednesday

1:30-5:00p

Thursday-Saturday

10:00-5:00p

Remember, Guild-members always
receive a 10% discount.

Heritage Arts
P.O. Box 250

Grandview, Texas 76050
817-517-5800 (metro)
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President: Margaret Humphries
1st Vice President/Programs:  Ann Schrader
2nd Vice President/Publicity: ~~OPEN~~
Treasurer : Barb Nelson
Secretary: MaGee Grundmann

President's Notes
Margaret Humphries
We come to the end of another busy
year, and I really look forward to seeing
everyone's Guild Challenge at the May
Luncheon on the 19th at 11:00a at
Ridglea Presbyterian Church.  Although
we have a little ‘business' to attend to --
installation of new officers, information
about summer meetings and the CAC
Show -- this gathering is mostly about
celebrating our passion.  I hope to see
each of you there.  Bring something

delicious to eat, and don't forget your
Guild Challenge pieces.

This year, I joined both of our study
groups, and arrived at totally different
outcomes.  Study Groups have several
purposes, so I can always find a reason
to join them.  The Tapestry Study Group
was fun, but what I learned was that I
really don't enjoy doing tapestry.  I love
the results, appreciate the work, have
great and involved ideas of what I would
like to produce, but I now know that I
don't like to do it.  So, in a world of so
much to do and learn, I eliminated
something from my list.  I look forward to
seeing what everyone else did, but mine
is not worth seeing.  So, lesson learned.
Each of us who joined the Shaker Towel
Study Group selected a towel from the
book to make samples for everyone and
maybe a towel or two for ourselves.  I
thought this was going to be great, but
the closer I got to the deadline the more I
found I dreaded it.  Linen ± my ªforbidden
fruitº for the year. I got the fibre on the
loom, threaded a gazillion ends (799),
and began to weave.  All those white
threads after my colorful silk were
certainly different, but in the end,
delightful.  I wound my bobbins and
soaked them before placing them in
baggies in the freezer.  Finally, I could
delay no longer; I began to weave.  The
edges were sloppy at first because I
wasn't used to the fibre.  The beat was a
bit lose, but I wasn't used to the beat,
and I do mean BEAT.  I wove the
samples first, worked out all the bugs,
and then started to weave the towel.   My
confidence level was up.  I was thrilled
with the fibre, I liked weaving with the
damp weft thread, and I loved the results.
Okay, add a new fibre to my list.  Now,
I'm ready to take the workshop next
February.  Two study groups, two results,
both valuable lessons.  Thanks to Sue

Freeman, Sherri Coffey and Carolyn
Gritzmaker for being group leaders.  I'm
already looking forward to next year's
study groups, whatever they are.

Our guild is growing, and we welcome all
the new talent and passion. Our
programs have been wonderful with an
intriguing variety, the workshops have
been fun and have taken us into new
directions, our challenges to become
better at our craft have been motivating,
and our show will keep us in the Public
eye.  Thank you to each person in the
Guild for helping us meet these goals.
It's time to pass the shuttle to the next
president, and amazingly that is both
easy and difficult at the same time.  I
have totally enjoyed being president --
who wouldn't with a group of people like
we have -- and it has meant a great deal
to me.  So that makes it hard.  But with
Margaret Arafat coming on as the next
president, I'm excited about her
leadership, and it will be nice to follow
her lead.  We are a lucky guild.

We also have two guild-members on the
Board of Contemporary Handweavers of
Texas so we will be well represented at
the State level. The Two-Margarets will
work hard for you in their roles as
Secretary and Newsletter Chair.

Read about CHT to see who among us
came home with ribbons ± we were well
represented in the winners column.  See
our summer workshop schedule so you
won't miss out when we sign up at the
Luncheon.  Check the CAC Show
section; it's almost time to have those
projects finished.  And, don't forget May
19th at 11:00.  You won't want to miss it.

I sign off with love, thanks, and total
appreciation for you.  And, I want to see
something on the walls of the CAC from
you and you and you.  Happy Weaving.

~ � � � � � � � �
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Treasurer's Report: May 2007

 Barb Nelson

Previous balance in March 2007:
$5,798.06

Total expenditures since last Report:
$447.55

March Program Honorarium: $50.00

CAC Renal Fees for GY2007-08: $84.00

2007 Show Reimbursements: $313.55

Total deposits since last Report:
$359.00

Fall Workshop Deposits: $150.00

Dues for GY2007-08: $40.00

Guild-stash Sales: $45.00

Advertisement in the HH: $25.00

Raffle Sales: $99.00

Present balance as of May 2007:
$6,314.70.

Dues! Dues! Dues! . . . Dues are due
at the May Luncheon!  If you haven't
already paid them (some have, most
haven't), you may do so at one of two
levels: $20.00 to receive the Newsletter
by e-mail or $27.00 for a mailed copy.
Please note that dues for the mailed
version have been raised as the result of
increased cost of postage and printing
supplies.  We're sorry, but it was
unavoidable.  If you have the capability to
get an e-mail copy of the Newsletter, you
might reconsider doing so.

Please make checks payable to
ªFWWG,º and give them to the Treasurer
at the Guild Meeting or mail them to ±

John Grundmann
6230 Silver Creek ± Azle Road
Azle, Texas 76020.

If you forget to bring your checkbook to
the Meeting or want to pay in cash,
envelopes will be available for your use.

Meeting Minutes: March 24, 2007
MaGee Grundmann

President Margaret Humphries called the
meeting to order.  Gypsy Perry welcomed
three visitors: Emmy Stewart, Sherry
Jenson, and Pam Murray.

Ann Schrader introduced Lynne Lovett
who presented an outstanding program
on using handwoven cloth to create
custom fit garments.

Secretary  - MaGee Grundmann

February Meeting Minutes were
approved as published in the Newsletter.

Treasurer - Barb Nelson [Not present]
The current balance was published in the
March edition of the Heddle Herald.

CAC Show - Nancy Berger & Allison Gray

Sign-up for volunteers will begin at the
May Meeting.

Important dates include:

�  June 30: A description of the piece
each member plans to hang in the
Show is due to Lynn Smetko;

�  August 15: Show pieces must be
delivered to Cynthia Bohnenblust; and

�  August 25: Items for the sale must
be sent to MaGee Grundmann.

Guild members are asked to donate one
(1) item for the Guild Sale.  If the item
does not sell, it will be returned to the
member who donated it.

Raffle tickets are now available for sale
at $2.00 or 3 for $5.00.

Community Service – Leslie Shimomura

Not present.

Historian - Ellen Smith/Ann Schrader

Please contact Ellen if you have items to
loan for the display.  Items brought to this
meeting were given to Ann Schrader.

Hospitality / Sunshine - Jean Walbridge

ªThank youº Rose Helmbright (who
dropped off her goodies on the way to
work), Lynn Smetko, and Allison Gray for
delivering Cynthia Bohnenblust and
Rebecca Shanks' treats for them since
they could not attend the meeting.

Librarian - Sue Freeman

No report.

Membership ± Gypsy Perry

No report.

Newsletter - Margaret Arafat

There will be no April newsletter or
meeting due to CHT in Houston.  The
deadline for the May issue is May 9.

Nominating Committee ± MaGee

Grundmann

The Community Service/Education Chair
is open.  Contact MaGee if you are
interested in this position.

Programs - Ann Schrader

The Guild Challenge, ªSuppressed desire
or forbidden fruit . . .º is due at the May
Luncheon.  Stretch yourself, and show us
something new.

Workshops - Teresa Sanchez

Three (3) openings remain for Jette
Vandermeiden's Lace Weave Workshop

in October.  Approximate workshop cost
is $74; a $25 deposit is due at sign-up.
The balance is due at the May Meeting.

Web Site ± Nancy Berger

No report.
Yearbook - Lorelei Caracausa

No report.

Vision - Sherri Coffey and Pat Souder

No report.

New Business
Loom-donation: Two looms have been
promised to the Guild by former member,
Laurie McGown.  The looms, which
belonged to Laurie's mother, may need
some repair.  Input is needed to help
decide how we can make the best use of
this generous gift.
Election: Officers for the 2007-09 term
were elected.  They include --

�  President: Margaret Arafat
�  2nd Vice President/Publicity: Nancy

Berger
�  Treasurer: John Grundmann

Committee Chairs for the next two (2)
years are:

�  Hospitality/Sunshine: Evaline Wright
�  Newsletter: Jean Walbridge
�  Workshops: Cynthia Bohnenblust
�  Community Service/Education: OPEN

Summer Meetings: The Summer Meeting
schedule was announced:

�  June 24: Michael Cook will conduct a
tablet weaving workshop using Inkle
looms at Jean Walbridge's home. Ann
Schrader will coordinate the meeting.

�  July 28: Dotty Thomas will teach
flower pounding at her home.  Dotty and
Ann will coordinate activities.

�  August 25: MaGee Grundmann and
Sue Freeman will coordinate a ªTNTº
session at Nancy Berger's home.

The Meeting was adjourned.

Programs: Ann Schrader

Spring Luncheon & Guild Challenge
ªSuppressed desire or forbidden fruit . . .º

Ridglea Presbyterian Church

Saturday, May 19, is the day to show
your fellow Guild-members how you've
expressed the hidden you in your work.
Bring your newest weaving adventure to
the May Luncheon, and ªshow and tell.º

If you haven't done the Challenge,
please come to the Luncheon anyway,
and see what your friends have done.
Everyone is welcome!
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Hospitality/Sunshine: Jean Walbridge

This month's Hospitality Committee is
YOU!  This is the Guild's annual end-of-
year Luncheon so bring something
delicious to share with everyone.

Don't forget your extra weaving samples
(4" x 4") for use in the new cards to send
from the "Sunshine Committee."

Meeting Directions -- Ridglea
Presbyterian Church is located at 6201
Camp Bowie Boulevard in Fort Worth at
the southwest corner of Camp Bowie and
Westridge Avenue.  It can be reached by
going west on I-30, taking the Camp
Bowie exit, traveling west on Camp
Bowie and turning left at Westridge
Avenue (at the stop light).

An alternative path is to exit I-30 (from
east or west) at Ridglea Avenue/Ridgmar
Blvd (Exit 8B).  Turn south on Ridglea
Avenue and travel to Camp Bowie.  Turn
east on Camp Bowie to the stoplight at
Westridge Avenue.  Then follow the
directions to parking.

Please park in the lot south of the Church
(across Sunset Drive) and enter the
building through the glass loggia doors
on Sunset Drive. Someone will be
stationed there so even if you arrive late,
you'll be able to enter the building.  The
doors facing Camp Bowie will be locked.

The Luncheon will be upstairs in Curry
Hall; there will be signs to direct you.
The Hall has a small kitchen next to it
and an elevator close by. If you have any
questions, please call Jean Walbridge.

Membership: Gypsy Perry

A big welcome to Donna Otto, our
newest Guild-member.  Donna heard
we're a cool, fun group and that we have
great programs and workshops.  She met
several Guild-members at CHT where
she became a FWWG-member herself.

Donna lives in Claude, near Amarillo.
Some of us think we have to drive a long
way to meetings; Donna gets the prize ±
305 miles! Actually, Donna's sister lives
in Azle, so she can visit her and attend
meetings and workshops.

Donna, we're glad to have you join our
busy group, and hope to see you soon.

2006-07 Workshops: Teresa Sanchez

Fall 2007 Workshop ~ The Lace Weave
Workshop with Jette Vandermeiden,
booked for October 6, 7 and 8, will meet
from 9:00a-4:00p each day at the
Burleson Electric Co-op Building.  A
$25.00 deposit will hold your space.  The
projected cost for the Workshop is
$74.00, but this may change due to
airline fees, number of participants, etc.
Full payment is due at the May Meeting.
See me at the Meeting on Saturday or
contact me at 817-602-5450 if you'd like
to sign-up for one of the slots still open.

We're also taking names for the
workshop ªwait list.º   Places often open,
and there's a good chance those on the
list will be able to take the workshop.

February 2008 Workshop ~ We begin
taking deposits in September 2007 for
Katie Reeder Meek's Linen Workshop.
Fees will be announced later.

FWWG Library: Sue Freeman

The following books have been or will
soon be added to the Guild Library:

The Gartner Manuscript, Adaptations and
Text by Gene Elizabeth Valk, The Linen
Press; 2006.  224p.

1000+ Patterns in 4, 6, and 8 Harness
Shadow Weaves, Marion Powell; 1976.
269p.

Creative Weaving: Beautiful Fabrics with
a Simple Loom, Sarah Howard and
Elizabeth Kendrick, Lark Books; January
2008.

Polychrome: Colorful Techniques for
Weaving, Carolyn Gritzmaker, 2007. 55p.

Book Review: Betty Smith

Patterns for Tapestry Weaving: Projects and
Techniques, Nancy Harvey. Pacific Search
Press: Seattle, Washington, 1984c.

I've been fascinated by weaving since I
read a story about a young pioneer girl
who had to weave as part of her daily
chores.  My first opportunity to weave,
however, didn't come about until 30

years later when I attended a
Southwestern tapestry weaving class.
As I explore other types of weaving, I©ve
discovered that my foundation structure
is tapestry so when asked to review a
book on tapestry, I chose this one.

Patterns for Tapestry Weaving is a
companion book to the previously
published The Guide to Successful
Tapestry Weaving.  Although in Patterns
. . ., Harvey often refers to page numbers
and background information in the first
work, it isn't necessary to have both
books.  As the individual patterns are
examined, all of the basics are discussed
and explained in this second work.

The format is a self-study text based on
progressively more complex patterns
designed to teach the techniques as well
as the steps necessary to weave a
tapestry.  From the introduction, Harvey
proceeds to a discussion about loom
selection, including building, warping,
and weaving on a nail frame loom.

Actual weaving begins with a study guide
for the first sampler.  The techniques
discussed are the basic principles of
weaving, slit techniques for adjoining
colors, warp and weft interlock, horizontal
and vertical strips, rounded shapes, lazy
lines, and outlines.

The second sampler continues the
development of techniques, and includes
the additional topics of adding a color,
hatching, and circles.  Variations on
these techniques are explained and
augmented with discussions on double
weft interlock; soumak; spots of color;
and blending.  Harvey also offers a
comparison of the different techniques,
which serves as a review and picture
dictionary.

The final section is a guide to nineteen
different patterns.  Details of pattern
preparation followed by specific
information and instructions to weave the
design are presented.  Individual
differences and style are encouraged
throughout the discussions of all of the
designs.  This is a definite strongpoint
because design change is possible at
any time during the weaving of the
patterns.

I found this book to be well-written and
interesting. The instructions concerning
the techniques are easy to understand

Congratulations!
Guild-member DeeDee Bryne and

husband, Danny, are the proud parents of

twins, Ginny and Mollie, born May 8.

John and MaGee Grundmann are the

equally proud grandparents.  It’s their

second set of twin grandbabies this year!
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and the accompanying diagrams are
clear.  The author provides a variety of
subject matter in the patterns that
progressed logically from the simple to
the more complex.  I would
recommended this book to weavers
interested in beginning a study of
tapestry or to those who want to advance
their skills.

Shaker Towel Study Group: Sue

Freeman

On May 19, a set of completed samples
will be distributed to everyone who
submitted samples for this study group. If
you wove a towel with your samples,
remember to bring it to the Luncheon.

If you didn't bring your samples to the
March Meeting, don't forget to bring them
to the May Meeting.  Each of your 19
3ºx3º samples should be accompanied
by a write-up that includes a copy of the
pattern draft, the type of fibre you used,
other specific weaving information,
including any problems or variations you
encountered with the draft.

If you haven't finished your samples,
keep working.  You can deliver them to
me later, after which you'll receive a set
of samples from everyone else.

If you have questions, please call me.

 ªTextiles, Textures & Treasures:º
FWWG Show 2007-- Nancy Berger

September is coming faster than I ever
imagined.  I still need to warp the loom
for my challenge and have yet to perfect
a showpiece for September.  I do hope
everyone is much further along than I.

For this Show to equal the success of
2005, we need the help of all Guild-
members!  Here are the deadlines
necessary to make the show happen
followed by the opportunities available
and the number(s) of volunteers needed.

Deadlines:

�  June 30: Entry descriptions
submitted to Lynn Smetko

�  August 15: Entry pieces delivered to
Cynthia Bohnenblust

�  August 25: Sale items delivered to
MaGee Grundmann

�  September 1: Hang the show ± Sally
Middleton

�  September 8: Gallery Night Sale and
Reception

�  September 29: Take down the Show

Volunteer Opportunities:
�  Distribute postcards by August 1 (1)
�  Transport show items to CAC the

morning of September 1 (4-5)
�  Hang show the morning and

afternoon of September 1 (5)
�  Assemble booklets before

September 1 (4-5)
�  Accept sale items between August

25 and September 7 (3)
�  Set up the Sale area the morning of

September 8  (4-5)
�  Work the Sale, September 8, Noon±

9:00p (12)
�  Set up the Reception, September 8,

4:00-5:00p (4)
�  Help during the Reception,

September 8,  5:00-9:00p (4)
�  Clean up after the Reception,

September 8, 9:00p (3-4)
�  Take down the Show September 29,

3:30-5:00p (4-5)
�  Store unclaimed items taken down

September 29 (1)

Please remember to prepare an
ªinspirationº page that contains fibre or a
woven sample and, if possible, the
inspiration (picture, magazine article,
etc.) that caused the creative juices to
flow resulting in your displayed item.  The
pages will be compiled in a book for
Gallery Guests to touch and, hopefully,
understand the art behind the weaving.

Show 2007 Brochure Lynn Smetko

The deadline to submit information about
the item(s) that you are entering in the
Guild's 2007 Show is June 30, 2007. The
information will be used to create the
booklet for our show.  Your pieces DO
NOT have to be woven or submitted on
that date, but the information about them
does.  Please email, mail or call me with
the following details for each piece you
will be entering:

�  Weaver
�  Title of the piece
�  Fibre
�  Weave structure
�  Other details you would like to

include about the piece
�  Sale price or NFS (not for sale)

Please heed this deadline since this is
the only way to ensure information about

your woven piece is included in the Fall
2007 Program brochure.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday to You in May!

Martha Zinn  (18), Sally Middleton (22)

Lynn Young (25), Cynthia Bohnenblust (28)

Lois Robertson (29)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did you know . . . Carolyn Gritzmaker
has written and published her first book?
Polychrome: Colorful Techniques for
Weaving, is Carolyn's ª . . . personal
journey of explorationº in her quest to
ªadd color to [her] weaving.º  It's a lovely
little volume with photographs of her work
to accompany each section or chapter,
as well as detailed instructions and
comments for those adventurous enough
to try the techniques themselves.
Congratulations, Carolyn!

ª  . . . on the Road again . . .º
Margaret Humphries

Tom and I spent April 3±9 in Boston.
While Tom attended a Photoshop World
Convention, I was on my own to explore
to explore the city. The ª7-Day Charlie
Passº allowed me to hop on and off
subways, buses, and water taxis all
week.  We even took a train to Salem to
check out the hometown of the witch
trials.  I didn't really search for fibre-
related things, but can any of us truly
travel without keeping our antenna out
for things of interest? First, every man,
woman and child had on a scarf,
wrapped and re-wrapped around necks
in an attempt to ward off the cold, biting
winds. Our normal, narrow scarves were
insufficient for the job; my shawl,
however, was up to the task.  I stopped in
posh shops on Newbury Street, found
the perfect leather jacket at AKRIS (Tom
got a picture for me), and met another
weaver while there.  She wore a
delightful square shawl she had woven,
and we were drawn to each other in this
shop where most of the clothes cost
thousands of dollars.

At the Museum of fine Arts, we
discovered Beyond Basketry, Japanese
Bamboo Art, the most fantastic Japanese
basket exhibit.  The Japanese have used
woven bamboo containers for thousands
of years, but it was not until the mid-
1800's that basketry emerged as a
prestigious art form.
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Exquisite!

Contemporary bamboo art has strayed
from its functional origins for the most
part. The masterpieces in this exhibit
were exciting, innovative, intricate, and
meticulous. Wow! The guard said to
return in May for lessons.  I wish.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
 Happy Birthday to You in June!

Katherine Novak (3), Margaret Arafat (4)

Jane Cashion (12), John Grundmann (20)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Summer 2007 Meetings

It's summer, and you really need to get
out of the house, away from the kids, the
husband.  The challenge of getting ready
for the big Show in September is getting
on your last nerve.  Come join us at one
of our Summer 2007 Meetings.  These
are fun, bring-your-lunch events where
absolutely no Guild business is
conducted.  You may attend one or all of
the following ±

�  Sunday, June 24: Card Weaving
with Michael Cook.

Card Weaving 101: Basics (morning) -
Students will learn the basics of card
weaving, including how to warp (and
warp FAST!), and weave basic patterns.

This class will use pre-warped tablets to
get to the weaving sooner.  Michael will
warp the first batch for us at home, then
show how it's done and give everyone a
chance to practice.

We'll cover simple black and white
patterns, including warp-wise and weft-
wise strips, checks and chevrons.

A $15 materials fee covers handouts,
pre-warped packet of 15 tablets and yarn
for the weft.  You will need to bring some
sort of tensioning devise ± an Inkle loom
works perfectly, but two clamps and a
board will do fine.  Or, in a pinch, we can
tie you to the table backstrap-style.
Scissors and other necessary tools will

be provided.  If you already have tablets
and want to bring them already warped,
the handouts and incidentals are
available for $2.  Please contact Michael
for detailed information on how to set up
the loom!

Card Weaving 102: Advanced
Techniques (afternoon) - After lunch,
we'll cover more advanced methods
for turned-pattern and supplemental-
weft decoration.

Three techniques will be covered in this
class: Egyptian diagonals, double-face
and brocade.  Double-face and brocade
can be used for a wide variety of
lettering, imagery and other designs.

Students will work on the SAME set of
tablets used in Card Weaving 101.  If you
want an additional set of cards, however,
please include a second $15 supply fee.

The workshop is limited to 15
participants, and you must sign-up by
June 2 to allow Michael time to prepare
the materials.  To sign up after May 19,
contact Margaret Arafat or Ann Schrader.

�  Saturday, July 28: Flower Pounding
with Dotty Thomas.

Dotty will teach us to transfer lovely
botanical images to cloth.  She will have
a dishtowel pre-mordanted with alum and
cream of tartar as well as paper for use
by each participant.

Release that tension . . . pound a flower!

Dotty has done extensive (and
enthusiastic) research on the pounded
flower project.  In her previous research,
she's pounded botanicals on silk and
cotton using fern, impatiens, lantana,

bougainvillea, pansies, Persian shield
plant, pinks, caladium, Rose of Sharon,
begonias, geraniums, marigold, coleus,
Japanese maple, and wild grapevines.

Each participant needs to bring --

�  botanicals,
�  a small wooden cutting board,
�  a small flat headed hammer, such

as a tack hammer,
�  $3.00 to cover cost of the towels,

and a sack lunch.
The workshop is limited to 13; sign-up is
at the Guild Meeting on May 19.  Contact
Dotty or Ann Schrader if you have
questions.

�  Saturday, August 25: ªTNT or ‘Tricks
of the Loomº with Sue Freeman and
MaGee Grundmann.

Have questions about how to tie on your
warp with shoestrings?  Use a skeleton
tie-up?  Make your loom your friend?
These ladies can help.  Bring your lunch
and your questions, and learn how to
make your weaving life easier.  There
probably won't be enough time for
everything . . . there wasn't last summer,
but there's always next year.

Reminders about these workshops, and
directions to the homes of our gracious
hostesses will be provided in summer
mini-newsletters.

Summer Dye Date

Margaret Humphries and Lynn Smetko
are offering a Summer Dye Date on
Tuesday, June 12 at 9:00am. You
provide the fibre; we provide the mordant
and dyes.

Guild Workshop Rules apply, and we can
accept no more than 10 participants.
You may sign up at the May Luncheon or
contact us online.  The cost is $30.00
payable at sign-up.  We will provide
workshop information to those who sign
up. Contact us if you're interested.

Wanted!
Jane Cashion wants to buy a used
workshop loom in good condition.
If you have or know of one, please
contact her.
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CHT 2007 Reflections . . . Participants

were asked to share their impressions of CHT.

We hope it encourages you to join us at CHT

2009 in San Antonio.

Margaret Humphries ± It's so much fun to
be off for a weekend focusing on
weaving with friends. Our trip down to
Houston was wonderful, including a
gourmet picnic and great conversation.

The Houston Guild worked hard to put on
a conference with a variety of topics and
nationally-known presenters.  I did 1½
days with Bonnie Inoyue, which s-t-r-e-t-
c-h-e-d my mind.  Even though I don't
own weaving software (I will soon), there
was magic in immediately seeing
different results with a click of a mouse. I
ended Sunday morning with a fun
workshop -- gelatin printing.  Yes, like
Knox gelatin.

Most of all, I liked seeing so many
members of the Fort Worth Guild
present, and I can hardly wait to hear
what each of them learned.  The Heritage
Arts booth was great ± good job.  Kudos
to Ellen Smith for organizing the very
best Guild table; thanks for a job well
done.  We came home with more fibre,
fresh ideas, and new inspiration.  A year
from now ± Florida.

The Guild received five awards in the
Members' Exhibit --

�  1st Place Fashion Accessories: Lynn
Smetko, ªSeptember Weddingº Shawl.

�  1st Place Best Use of Dye
Techniques: Lynn Smetko, ªAutumn in
the Vineyardº Shawl.

Get out the brooms; it was a clean sweep
in the Functional Household category --

�  1st Place - Margaret Arafat, ªHappy
Hourº towel set;

�  2nd Place - Lynn Smetko, ªPeaches
and Creamº towel; and

�  3rd Place - Barb Nelson, ªEasterº
towels.

Sherri Coffey -- I loved the keynote
address Saturday night.  It was
encouraging, funny, poignant, accepting.
I also really liked the ªDye with Gelatinº
class -- pure fun!  It was great to be
around so many like-minded, yet different
and creative people.

Rebecca Shanks -- I found all three of my
seminars worthwhile and enjoyable. The
first was Daryl Lancaster sharing how to
make patterns fit real women©s bodies.
Ruby Leslie showed her experimentation
with color and weave to the extent that
she showed one weave structure many
color-ways and one color-way with
several weave structures.  Anita Mayer
shared her vast knowledge on the history
of embellishing cloth in many cultures.

Lynn Young -- I had a wonderful time. I
took the all day workshop, "Mud Pies for
Adults," with Anita Mayer.  We used
various bonding agents with foil,
Angelina Crimped, Crayons for fabric, Rit
dyes, bleeding tissue paper and other
items that made magic for embellishment
of fabric.  It was the most fun I©ve ever
had in a workshop -- the best organized,
too.  And the food was great.  I look
forward to the next CHT!

ªJust a few good friends . . .º

Ann Schrader -- The most positive
experience!  I had three seminars with
Anita Luvera Mayer plus her keynote
speech, slide show and modeled
shrouds.  What a wonderful ªwomen-of-
the-worldº advocate she is.

Anita Luvera Mayer, Keynote Speaker and

Woman Extraordinaire

Lynn Smetko -- I took several classes
from Bonnie Inouye and no one else - it
was my Bonnie conference and my head
is still spinning!  Aside from learning what
she was teaching in each class (tie-up
workshop, the flowing line, turned
taquete), I marveled at how skilled she
was in using her weaving software,
Fibreworks PCW, which I also own.
There were enough commands that I had
never seen that as soon as I got home, I
called the company and upgraded (for
free!) my Silver 4.1 software from version
6 to 16.  Hadn't done that recently, had I?

I was also impressed with how wonderful
it was to sit in a class and have the
instructor use a computer connected to a
projector. The amount of material that
she was able to show us was amazing.
Her weaving software was up and
running, and we could see everything
she was doing on the "big screen." To
support drafts that she was making, she
had only to open her photo file and show
us what she was talking about.  Many
people in the classes didn't own
computer software (although a lot of
them wanted to buy it after seeing what it
could do), and some didn©t even use
computers.  A few felt that the classes
were over their heads because of this.  I
really don©t think that's true, and wish
they didn©t feel that way.  One can learn
so much more by virtue of the instructor
being able to take advantage of
technology, and quickly show how to
build a draft and then let us see one draft
variation after another.  Whether or not
students use weaving software is
irrelevant to the varieties of drafting that
the instructor presents in class.  Those
who don©t use computers to draft projects
can still take away what they learned
about the topic, and apply it to the drafts
that they make by hand.

Jean Walbridge -- This was my first CHT.
I enjoyed the classes, and now have a
better understanding of the opportunities
available to me next time.  I loved the
vendors: made a quick tour the first day,
made a slower tour later on, and finally
inspected many booths carefully. I found
a huge variety of fibre (and beautiful
colors) and many friendly people eager to
help me use their wares.  What fun!
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The Wonderful World of Fibre ±

Lynne Lovett

This is the first in a series of articles in
which we'll look at the properties of the
fibre with which we work.  Here's the
plan: we'll begin with a general
discussion, follow with an exploration of
natural- and man-made fibre, and end
with a look at the newest, high-tech fibre
available to us as handweavers.
Hopefully, we'll move into fabric structure
after that.  It would be wonderful if
someone would be willing to write about
yarns (plain, complex, novelty, etc) as a
bridge between the fibre and structure
articles ± volunteers?

The weaver's art is often an intuitive one
as we select the fibre and structure to
create our cloth. The combination will
often determine the success or failure of
the finished product.  Generally, we start
with the fibre when planning. Even the
authors of my 1982 version of The Vogue
Sewing Book talk about the importance
of fibre in a fabric: ªAlthough its
properties may be altered by yarn and
fabric structure and by finishing
treatments, ultimately a fabric's origin
[fibre] and chemistry are its soul.º (p. 36)

Fibre types basically fall into two
categories ± natural or man-made.
Although some natural fibre are from
minerals (asbestos) or metals, most of
our weaving fibre from this broad
category will be either from animals
(protein) or plants (cellulose).  No matter
their origin, natural fibres are not
perfectly uniform.  The irregularities in
their formation are what give them their
distinction, and for us as weavers, make
them more forgiving than many man-
made fibre.

Among the cellulose fibre we'll look at will
be cotton and linen, as well as bamboo,
hemp and other less common plant fibre.
Then we'll examine protein fibre,
including wool, other hair fibre (mohair,
alpaca, angora, etc.) and silk.

Even though, as weavers, many of us
shy away from man-made fibre, we'll
examine both those derived from natural
materials (such as cellulose or protein --
rayon, soy silk, etc.) as well as those that
are synthesized or developed from basic
chemical sources. Many advances have

been made recently, and new fibres are
more available to weavers, so a few of
them will be included in this exploration.

Before examining individual fibre, the
following is a brief generalization of the
two main categories of natural fibre --

1. Cellulose fibre come from the seed,
stem or leaves of a plant, and have
the following in common:

·  Good absorbency. They are
especially good for towels, and their
absorbency makes them comfortable
to wear in warm climates.

·  Can withstand relatively high
temperatures.  They can be boiled to
sterilize or dye, and can be ironed at
high temperatures.

·  No fibre memory.  The downside of
this is that fabrics made of cellulose
fibre wrinkle profusely.  The up side is
that they will hold pleats and crinkles
well ± at least until the next washing.

·  Lack loft.  The fibre packs well into
a compact yarn and can be used to
make higher count fabrics.

·  Resistant to moths, but very
susceptible to mildew.

·  In general, wet strength is greater
than dry strength (why they make
good rags, and also, I suspect, why
misting or humidifying linen warps
helps.)

2. Natural protein fibre also have many
characteristics in common:

·  High resiliency.  Fabrics made of
protein fibre (especially wool & hair)
resist wrinkling and will hang out
between each wearing.

·  Weaker when wet so handle
carefully during wet-finishing.

·  Harmed by alkali.  Use a neutral
soap or detergent. Perspiration will
weaken the fibre.

·  Harmed by oxidizing agents.
Chlorine bleach will damage fibre.

·  Responds better to moist heat
(steaming or a damp press cloth)
when ironing.  Avoid dry heat.

This general discussion of fibre seems to
be a good place to include information on
using a burn test to help identify the fibre
in your mystery yarn.  While not
definitive, the following will help you
identify most of your yarn.  If you suspect
the sample is a blend, testing several
times may help sort out fibre contents.

A simple disclaimer here: use all
necessary safety precautions!  Use a
work surface made of materials that
won't burn, dispose of burned remnants
in inflammable receptacles, and work in a
well-ventilated area, etc.

To do a burn test, cut yarn into 4º to 6º
lengths, and fold double.  Holding the
fibre with tweezers, ignite the ends, using
a small votive candle rather than a
match.  Watch how the fibre reacts as it
approaches the flame. Pay attention to
the odor of the smoke and the color of
the smoke and flame.  Let the ash cool
and examine it.

The following information is gathered
from several burn charts and is arranged
alphabetically by fibre, within the two
main categories of natural and man-
made:

Natural Fibre
1. Bast Fibre (flax, jute, ramie, hemp,

linen, sisal, coir)
·  Ignites quickly and doesn't shrink
from the flame.  Continues to burn
when removed from the flame.  Burns
less quickly than cotton.

·  Odor: burning leaves or wood
·  Ash: light gray and feathery

2. Cotton
·  Ignites quickly with a yellow flame
and doesn't shrink from the flame.
Continues to burn rapidly when
removed from the source flame, and
may have an afterglow.

·  Odor: burning paper or wood
·  Ash: light ash, easily blows away
(may be dark if cotton is mercerized)

3. Silk
·  Burns slowly and may curl away
from the flame.  Self-extinguishing
when removed from the flame.

·  Odor: burning hair or feathers
·  Ash: brittle, crushable, shiny dark
bead

4. Wool & other hair fibre (alpaca,
cashmere, mohair)
·  Burns slowly and more difficult to
ignite than silk.  Self-extinguishing
when removed from the source flame.

·  Odor: burning hair (stronger than
silk)

·  Ash: brittle, dark, irregular bead
that is easily crushed and forms a
hard ash
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Some man-made fibre
1. Acetate

·  Burns and melts.  Fuses away
from the flame and continues to melt
when flame is removed.

·  Odor: vinegar
·  Ash: hard, black, irregular bead

which is difficult to crush

2. Acrylic (monocrylic & polycrylic)
·  Flares at match touch and burns

quickly with a hot, sputtering flame
(drip danger).  Self-extinguishing
when removed from flame, but
continues to melt.

·  Odor: strong, acrid, chemical
·  Ash: no ash, just a hard, dark,

irregular plastic-looking bead that
won't crush

3. Nylon
·  Rate of burn varies with fibre/fabric

treatment. Melts without burning in
flame, and shrinks away from flame.
Self-extinguishes when removed from
flame, but continues to melt slowly.

·  Odor: not always distinguishable.
Celery

·  Ash: no ash, but a hard, gray,
non-crushable bead

4. Polyester
·  Quick burning, fuses, shrinks away

from the flame, melts.  Not always
self-extinguishing when flame is
removed, and continues to melt

·  Odor: slightly sweet, chemical,
acidic

·  Ash: no ash, hard, dark, round
bead that won't crush

5. Rayon & tencel
·  Scorches and burns quickly and

may flare. Burns more quickly than
cotton.  Bright yellow flame.  May
continue to burn when the flame is
removed.

·  Odor: burning wood or paper
·  Ash: no bead (unless there is a

finish on the yarn/fabric).  Soft gray,
flaky ash

6. Spandex (lycra)
·  Melts slowly and shrinks from

flame.  Self-extinguishes when flame
is removed, but continues to melt.

·  Odor: acidic, sharp, bitter
·  Ash: plastic bead, gummy

Internet Resources: Web sites offer

assistance or interesting or useful information.

Share your favorites.

�  Fort Worth Weaver's Guild ±
http://www.fortowrthweaversguild.com

�  Other Guild postings are available at
http://www.FortWorthWeaversGuild@yahoogr

oups.com.

If you're not a member of this on-line
group, the process to become one is
simple ±

1. Go to ªyahoogroups,º and create a
persona.

2. Go to ªFortWorthWeaversGuild,º and
request admission.

3. This process triggers yahoo to ask
Lorelei if you can be admitted.  All guild
members are admitted; outsiders are
NOT, a feature that assures NO SPAM.

4. An e-mail ªwelcomeº tells you when
the process is complete.  That's it!

Visit this site --

�  http://www.wormspit.com

A visit to Michael Cook's web site will
give you a quick look at his exquisite silk
work, most using silk from his own
worms.  If you've never seen his work,
prepare to be dazzled.  He has links, too.

. . . from the Editor . . .
Margaret Arafat

This is the end of my tenure as
Newsletter Editor.  Soon, I'll move from
the back to the front page, and let me
assure you it's with mixed emotions.  But
as I have a short attention span, it is time
to hand the job off to another.  I've had
the position long enough.

When I accepted the editing job four
years ago, I thought it would be a fun
way to learn about the Guild and its
members.  I was right, and best of all,
I've made great friends along the way.
The support you gave me during our stay
in Italy was profound.  I've thanked
everyone repeatedly, but it still doesn't
express what or how much it meant.

No one is a bigger fan of the Heddle
Herald than I.  It's so much fun to be the
first to read about your travel adventures,
your thoughts on weaving, and fibre arts
in general.  I get to check the new web
sites you want to share, and see on-line
exhibits from museums all over the
country.  And the photographs!  You see

one or two per issue . . . I get them all.  I
keep them, too.  I'm so grateful to
everyone who has contributed just the
least little bit to help make this such a
fantastic newsletter.  You made the
journey worthwhile.  Your complements,
comments, and even your criticism have
been appreciated.  It also kept me on my
toes.  I am so grateful for and to you all.

On May 19, Jean Walbridge will become
our new Editor.  She'll need your support,
input, and articles . . . I know she'll have
them, and all by the deadline, too.

I look forward to seeing you at the May
Luncheon and at each meeting in the
coming year.  Now get back to your loom!

Advertising in the Heddle Herald is

available at the following rates:

$20 = full page

$15 = 2 columns or ½ page

$10 = 1 column or ¼ page

$5 = less than 1 column or �  page

Rates are per issue and apply to any

business ad regardless of Guild-affiliation.

Ads must be submitted in copy-ready

format.  The sale of personal fibre-related

equipment is listed free of charge by Guild

members; all others are charged $25 per

issue.  Checks are made payable to

ªFWWG.º  Contact the Editor to advertise

or for more information.   

For Sale!
Cherry Norwood Floor Loom

$400
36º, 4-harness

Contact Teresa Sanchez
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2006-2007 Committees
Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are

in the Yearbook.

CHT Samples

Lorelei Caracausa

Community Service/Education

Leslie Shimomura

Financial Advisement

John Grundmann

Guild Show - 2007

Allison Gray; Nancy Berger

Histor ian

Ellen Smith

Hospitality &  Sunshine

Jean Walbridge

L ibrary

Sue Freeman; Lorelei Caracausa

Membership

Gypsy Perry

Newsletter

Margaret Arafat

Nominating

MaGee Grundmann

Vision

Sherri Coffey; Pat Souder

Web Site

Lynn Smetko, Nancy Berger, Sherri Coffey

Yearbook

Lorelei Caracausa

Miscellaneous

Share your experience and knowledge and

keep the HEDDLE HERALD informative

and interesting.  Send articles and reports to

Margaret Arafat at harafat@mindspring.com

or call 817-379-1493 or 817-422-8134.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Swap & Shop . . . your trash may be

someone' s treasure.  If you' re cleaning off

your shelves, don' t forget your fellow fibre

fiends.  Put a price on it and bring it with you!

Books, magazines, yarn, patterns, tools,

equipment – if you can haul it in, someone

may want to take it off your hands.  If it

doesn' t sell, you take it back home.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Show-and-Tell, etc. . . . Remember to bring

your fibre-related items for Show-and-Tell,

and don' t forget your nametag and cup.

Events Calendar
�  Balenciaga and His Legacy

Date: February 4 ± May 27, 2007

Location: Meadows Museum, SMU

Campus, Dallas

Information: 214-768-2516 or

http://www.meadowsmuseumdallas.org

�  Card Weaving -- Michael Cook

Date: Sunday, June 24, 2007

Location: Jean Walbridge's home.

�  Flower Pounding -- Dotty Thomas

Date: Saturday, July 28, 2007

Location: Dotty Thomas' home.

�  Tricks of the Loom – Sue

Freeman & MaGee Grundmann

Date: Saturday, August 2, 2007

Location: Nancy Berger's home.

�  Textiles, Textures & Treasures:

FWWG CAC Show 2007

Date: September 2007

Additional Information TBA

�  Lace Weave Workshop: Jette

Vandermeiden

Date: October 6-8, 2007

Location: Burleson Electric Co-operative

Building, Burleson

Information and/or Registration:

Teresa Sanchez 817-602-5450

�  Linen Workshop: Kati Reeder

Meek

Date: February 2008

Additional Information TBA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know of an upcoming event, don’ t keep
it to yourself, share the information so

everyone can see what, where and when it is.

The HEDDLE HERALD is published eight

times a year for members of the Fort Worth

Weavers'  Guild.

Unless otherwise noted, the FWWG meets

at the Fort Worth Community Arts Center,

1309 Montgomery Street, at the corner of

Montgomery and Lancaster Avenue.

Meetings are held on the fourth Saturday of

the month during September and October

and January through April.  Meetings begin

at 10:00 AM for coffee, followed by a

10:30 AM Business Meeting and Program.

The December Meeting is a Christmas

Party held at a member' s home on a

Saturday selected by the Board.  The May

Meeting, a potluck luncheon at which new

officers are installed, may also be held at a

member' s home.

Dues for membership in the FWWG are

payable in May at two levels: $20 a year

for members who receive Internet copies of

the Newsletter and $27 per year for those

who receive it through the US Postal

System.  Checks are made payable to the

ªFWWG.º


