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President: Margaret Humphries
1st Vice President/Programs:  Ann Schrader
2nd Vice President/Publicity: ~~OPEN~~
Treasurer : Barb Nelson
Secretary: MaGee Grundmann

President’s Notes --
Margaret Humphries

It looks as if spring might actually be
here.  Trees are in bloom, and in the
middle of the afternoon, the sky is dark
and ominous, lightening punctuates the
sky and thunder rumbles loudly.  I’m
certain several of you are enjoying
afternoons at your loom, but since The
Grandgirls are here for the week,
weaving is on hold, which means the
linen is on hold.  Yes, the linen for the
Shaker towels has made its way onto the
loom, but is not threaded or woven. I will

get them done, thanks to those of you
who have sent ‘encouraging’ e-mails
asking about my progress.

We will be back at the Community Arts
Center this month, and our own Lynne
Lovett will present the Program. I’m
certainly looking forward to another great
program.

The crown this month should go to
Margaret Arafat, Nancy Berger and Jean
Walbridge who have been designing the
raffle tickets and the advertising
bookmarks for the CHT goodie bags.
Nancy is also busy cooking gourmet dog
treats -- my grandpup said “Yum.”

Barb Nelson’s gorgeous Easter
handtowels are going to be published in
an e-book on the Interweave Press web
site. This is a great accomplishment.
Congratulations, Barb.

I listened to an NPR piece on aging a few
weeks ago, and the speaker said there
are three C’s to staying young. The first
is Connectivity; we need people around
us we care about and who care about us.
The second is Caring for your body by
working out and eating right.  The third is
Creativity: it’s extremely important to
involve yourself in any creative endeavor.
The FWWG provides two of the three Cs.
Come to a meeting, and people who care
about you and who will help inspire your
creative side will surround you.  Now, if
we walked to our meetings, we’d be the
youngest group around.  You do keep
me young, and I thank you.

This will be my last regular meeting as
President.  Two years have certainly
passed quickly for me, and I’m going to
miss sitting down and writing my
thoughts out each month.  I’ll see you on
the 24th at 10:00. ~ � � � � � � � �

Treasurer’s Report: March 2007

 Barb Nelson

Previous balance in February 2007:
$5,609.05

Total expenditures since last Report:
$119.99

February Program Honorarium: $75.00

“Get Acquainted” Tea Expenses: $44.99

Total deposits since last Report:
$319.00

Fall Workshop Deposits: $309.00

Dues: $10.00

Present balance as of March 2007:
$5,798.06.

Meeting Minutes: February 24, 2007

MaGee Grundmann

President Margaret Humphries called the
meeting to order.  Gypsy Perry welcomed
the new members in attendance.  New
member Katherine Novak was unable to
attend today’s meeting, and plans to be
at the March Meeting.

Ann Schrader introduced Michael Cook
who presented an inspiring program on
tablet/card weaving.  Members received
handouts that included addition resource
details, techniques and web site.

Secretary  - MaGee Grundmann
January Meeting Minutes approved as
published in the Newsletter.

Treasurer - Barb Nelson
The current balance was published in the
February edition of the Heddle Herald.

CAC Show - Nancy Berger & Allison Gray

Not present.

CHT - Margaret Arafat

The Conference is April 27-29. Donations
for door prizes should be sent by March
15.  Registration for the Members Exhibit
is due by March 5th.  The FWWG will be
able to sell 2007 CAC Show raffle tickets
for Lynn Smetko’s shawl at the
Conference, and will have postcards or
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bookmarks to announce the event in
participants’ registration bags.

Community Service – Leslie Shimomura

Not present.

Historian - Ellen Smith/Margaret Humphries

The theme for the Guild’s CHT display
will be Bonding with the Past.  Please
contact Ellen if you have items to loan for
the display.  She will accept any items at
the March Meeting.

Hospitality / Sunshine - Jean Walbridge

“Thank you” Sue Freeman, Katie Gosko
and Dotty Schearer for the refreshments
at the Meeting.  Volunteers for the March
Meeting are needed.
Flowers and a card from the Guild were
sent to Lynn Smetko who is recovering
from surgery.

Librarian - Sue Freeman

Someone is needed to review Weaving a
Traditional Coverlet by Helen N. Jarvis
for the next issue of the Newsletter.

Membership – Gypsy Perry

New members were welcomed at a “get
acquainted” tea where they had the
opportunity to meet their mentors.

Newsletter - Margaret Arafat

“Hats off” to Jean Walbridge for a great
job as “guest editor” of the February
newsletter.
The deadline for next issue is March 14.
Please remember that vendor
advertisements are a way to generate
funds to offset newsletter printing costs.

Nominating Committee – MaGee

Grundmann

The Slate of Officers for 2007-08 was
announced:
�  President: Margaret Arafat
�  2nd Vice President/Publicity: Nancy

Berger
�  Treasurer: John Grundmann
Committee Chairs for the next two (2)
years were announced:
�  Hospitality/Sunshine: Evaline Wright
�  Newsletter: Jean Walbridge
�  Workshops: Cynthia Bohnenblust.
The Volunteer/Community Service Chair
is open.  Contact MaGee if you are
interested in this position.

Programs - Ann Schrader

Lynne Lovett will present Weaving for
Garments at the March Program and will

show you how to use your woven
yardage to create flowing, alive clothing.

Workshops - Teresa Sanchez

The October workshop with Jette
Vandermeiden will be on lace.  The sign-
up sheet was distributed, and the $25
workshop-deposit was collected from
those who signed.

Web Site – Nancy Berger/Margaret

Humphries

Committee members are Sherri Coffey,
Nancy Berger, and Lynn Smetko.  The
web site is up and running at
www.fortworthweaversguild.com.

Yearbook - Lorelei Caracausa

Please contact Lorelei if you would like
your copy of the Yearbook brought to the
next meeting.

Three-by-five (3”x5”) cards on which to
write changes to published information
were distributed.

Vision - Sherri Coffey and Pat Souder

No report.

The Meeting was adjourned.

The Heart of the Matter –
Margaret Humphries

Officers and Committee Chairs: Since will
not be a Meeting in April, elections for
officers for Guild-year 2007-08 will be
held at the March Meeting.  If you are
interested in any of the officer or chair
positions, please contact MaGee
Grundmann or me before the Meeting.
[See Volunteer/Community Chairperson
description at the end of this column. ED]

Summer Meetings: The informal
meetings we had last summer on the
fourth Saturday of each month were such
fun that some of us would like to do them
again.  This topic will be up for discussion
and voting this month.  If we decide to
have meetings, suggested topics thus far
for our non-business get-togethers
include: working on projects for the 2007
CAC Show, and having Michael Cook
conduct a tablet weaving class on his
very unique tapestry technique.  If you
have an idea about a subject, be ready to
talk about it.

Dues: Dues for Guild-year 2007-08 are
payable at the May Meeting.  The
Newsletter Editor will announce whether
dues for recipients of the mailed version
of the Heddle Herald need to be raised to
reflect the increase in postal rates.

CHT: Our April ‘meeting’ will be held at
CHT in Houston.  There are over 20 of us
going to the Conference.  Take notes to
share, take pictures to show, and have a
great time.  Spread the word about how
great our Guild is and promote our
September Show at the CAC.  Make note
of my cell number, 817-988-8359, so we
can stay in touch.

Volunteer/Community Service
Chairperson Wanted: Margaret

Arafat

Part of educating the Community about
weaving as an art form involves helping
non-weavers develop an appreciation of
the craft.  One of the ways we can do this
is to demonstrate weaving in various
venues such as reenactments, art shows,
schools, fairs, bazaars, etc.  Guild
members have volunteered when given
the opportunity, however, we don’t
always hear about an event until it’s too
late to participate. The
Volunteer/Community Service
Chairperson position was created to help
us find events at which to demonstrate
our weaving talents to the Community –
it’s good for them and us.

This Chair position is currently open.
The duties include –

�  Acting as the Guild’s liaison for
volunteer activities in the Community;

�  Determining whether each specific
request for volunteers is an
appropriate venue for the Guild;

�  Soliciting volunteers for each event,
and when needed, serving at the
event to assure adequate Guild-
representation; and

�  If the FWWG decides to seek tax
exempt� status at a future date,
collecting documentation and
maintaining records of volunteer hours
worked by each Guild member�

If you’re interested in this Chair position,
please contact MaGee Grundmann.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday to You in March!

Rebecca Shanks (8), Kristie Bodeman (10)

Nancy Dorsey (13), Toni Russell (25)

Moira Sills (25),  Barb Nelson (29)

Barbara Wilson (31)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Programs: Ann Schrader

Weaving for Garments: Lynne Lovett . .
. “What fibre should I choose? Which
weave structure is the most suitable?
How dense should I sett the fabric: Once
the fabric is woven, how do I choose the
best pattern for the finished fabric?”

Come for a discussion of weaving for
garment sewing, and learn the answers
to these questions and more.  If you have
fabric you’ve woven and aren’t sure what
to do with it, bring it to the meeting for the
questions and answer session.

Guild Challenge – Suppressed desire or
forbidden fruit . . . Color, weave structure,
fibre . . . ?  Is there anything you have
always wanted to use or do, but never
had the nerve?  Try something new; you
might like it.  Open up to new
experiences.  Show your fellow Guild-
members who you really are or would like
to be.  Express yourself in weaving!
Bring the results of your new weaving
adventure and the new you to the May
Meeting.

2007 Programs Schedule

March 24, 2007
Lynne Lovett: Weaving for Garments

Fort Worth CAC

April 2007 ~ No Meeting ~ CHT

May 19, 2007
Spring Luncheon & Guild Challenge

Ridglea Presbyterian Church

Hospitality/Sunshine:
Jean Walbridge

Hostesses for the March Meeting are
Cynthia Bohnenblust, Rose Helmbright,
and Rebecca Shanks.

Thank you BJ Conrad for your triaxial
samples and cards.

Don’t forget your extra weaving samples
(4" x 4") for use in the new cards to send
from the "Sunshine Committee."

Membership: Gypsy Perry

On February 21, 2007, we held a
“Newcomers’ Tea.”   Why a TEA?  Since
the new members who joined in January
showed so much interest in our guild and
in weaving, I thought it would help these
ladies to meet their mentors, to see what
kind of weaving could be done on their
own looms and give them a chance to

ask questions in a smaller setting. The
new members attending were Jane
Cashion, Sue Jolly, Sandra Gonzalez,
Moira Sills and Martha Zinn.  Rose Willis,
from Arlington, visited our group to learn
what we do as weavers.  Katherine
Novak joined the Guild at the Tea; we
look forward to introducing her to all of
you on March 24.  Simply beautiful,
delicious mid-morning fare: fresh fruit
tray, cheese and cracker board, small
cookies, a British lemon pound cake with
fresh raspberries. Coffee and Tea. Thank
you, Margaret Humphries, for opening
your home and loom room to all of us.
But then, any opportunity to look in
Margaret©s loom room is a treat.  My
warmest thanks to Margaret Arafat,
MaGee Grundmann, Margaret
Humphries, Barb Nelson and Jean
Walbridge. These mentors have
graciously volunteered to instruct, answer
questions, encourage, and be available
to Jane, Sue, Sandra, Moira and Martha.

The Fort Worth Weavers Guild is made
up of a very special group of women and
gentlemen, and it certainly shows.

2006-07 Workshops: Teresa
Sanchez
Fall 2007 Workshop ~ The Lace Weave
Workshop with Jette Vandermeiden is
booked for October 6, 7 and 8, will meet
from 9:00a-4:00p each day at the
Burleson Electric Co-op Building.  A $25
deposit will hold your space.  The
projected cost for the Workshop is
$74.00, but this may change due to
airline fees, number of participants, etc.
Full payment is due at the May Meeting.
See me at the Meeting on Saturday or
contact me at 817-602-5450 if you’d like
to sign-up for one of the 4 slots still open.

We will also be taking names for a “Wait
List” for the workshop.  Places often
open, and there is a good chance those
on the Wait List will be able to take the
workshop.

A bit about Jette . . . She’s been weaving
for 30 years and teaching for almost as
many.  She delves deeply into the “how
and why” of understanding weave
structure.  Jette has taught many college
weaving and Master Weaver diploma
courses at national and international
conferences, guilds and through her own
studio.  She writes a quarterly column,
The Loom Bench, which explains how

weave structures work.  She has served
as Chairman of Weaving Education for
Ontario Handweavers and Spinners, is
past editor of Fiber Focus and has
published many articles. Jette weaves
damask on her drawloom in her spare
time, but is currently focusing on
relearning how to weave tabby correctly.

Spring 2008 Workshop ~ We will begin to
take deposits in September 2007 for the
February 2008 Linen Workshop with
Katie Reeder Meek.  The fees for this
workshop will be announced later.

Yearbooks: Lorelei Caracausa

If you don’t have a copy of the Yearbook,
contact me at 817-558-8238 or
lorele3773@aol.com.

Book Review: Ann Schrader

Weaving a Traditional Coverlet, A How-to
Book, Helen N. Jarvis

When I volunteered to review this book, I
didn’t realize what a positive thing it
would be.  For the past ten years, I’ve
wanted to use the beautiful red Swedish
wool and off-white cotton warp that is
part of my inherited stash to weave the
coverlet for which the thread was
purchased.

After reading Weaving a Traditional
Coverlet, A How-To Book by Helen N.
Jarvis, a fine step-by-step book for the
beginner coverlet weaver, my next
project will be a coverlet!

Mrs. Jarvis starts with the selection of a
pattern, emphasizing the importance of
scale.  She explains how to make a
drawdown from a threading draft or from
an actual coverlet.  Whether you want an
exact reproduction of an old coverlet or
want to make modifications, Mrs. Jarvis
has all of the answers: the old term
"tromp-as-writ" becomes clear.  She also
suggests using templates to help make a
drawdown less tedious.

She covers everything from how to
choose the number of panels to be
woven, seam placement, borders and/or
fringes (woven, leno and knotted), pick-
up inscriptions, to seaming and finishing.
I was impressed by the hints she had for
all phases of weaving.  She includes yarn
choices, warp measurement, loom
dressing with detailed beaming
instructions (back-to-front), and threading
and sleying tips.
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In the back of the book are blank record
keeping and planning worksheets, a nice
list of the most useful books on coverlets
. . . and a computer program for coverlet
calculations.

Mrs. Jarvis advises the weaver to "aim
for excellence" the first time, because it
might be the only coverlet she weaves.

This book, and others, may be checked
out from the Guild’s extensive library by
contacting Sue Freeman.

Shaker Towel Study Group: Sue

Freeman

This is it!  Your samples are due at the
March Meeting!  Each of your 19 3”x3”
samples should be accompanied by a
write-up that includes a copy of the
pattern draft, the type of fibre you used,
other specific weaving information,
including any problems or variations you
encountered with the draft.

If you wove a towel with your samples,
don’t forget to bring it, too.  Remember
that Ellen Smith would like to borrow your
towel for the Guild Table at CHT.  She
will return all towels to their rightful
owners at the May Meeting.

If you haven’t finished your samples by
March 24, keep working.  You can
distribute them later.  Do come to the
Meeting, however, and see the samples
that were completed.

If you have questions, please call me at
817-790-2177.

“ Textiles, Textures &
Treasures:”  FWWG Show 2007
Allison Gray

I know everyone is busy working on his
or her show entries, and the work will be
absolutely fabulous.  Space permitting,
we may be able to hang two items from
each member, so the Show will be twice
as good!  We want everyone to
participate!

At this year’s show, we will have an
“inspiration” book available in the Gallery
that will allow for a hands-on experience
of our work.  Each item hanging in the
Gallery will have a page designed by
you, the artist.  You may include a
swatch that people can touch or thrums
or photographs or any item that inspired
your work.  Participation in this book is

entirely voluntary.  We hope it contributes
to a richer experience for our guests.

Work behind the scenes is progressing
nicely.  Raffle tickets for a beautiful
cotton shawl woven by Lynn Smetko will
be available for sale at CHT in Houston.
The drawing will be September 30, 2007.
The more tickets you buy the better
chance you have of winning!  Of course,
we want to sell some to the Public, as
well.  The Guild will have an insert
advertising the Show and Sale in CHT
registration bags.  It’s never to early to
get people thinking about a trip to Fort
Worth.

Members may donate an item to the
Guild for the Sale on Saturday,
September 8 on a strictly voluntary basis.
Sale proceeds would help defray the cost
of the Guild’s CAC Show.  If your
donated item does not sell, it will be
returned to you. The Guild will not store
any unsold items this time (consider it a
lesson learned!).  If you’re participating in
the Shaker Towel Study Group and
weave an extra towel to donate, it should
sell quite easily.  If not, you’ll get it back.

Upcoming Deadlines to remember:

�  May 19 Guild Meeting: Be ready to
make a volunteer commitment.

�  June 30: Lynn Smetko needs a
description of your Show entries for
the Program.

�  August 1: Cynthia Bohnenblust will
begin accepting your items for
hanging in the Show.

�  August 25: Magee Grundmann will
begin accepting items for the Sale.

�  September 1: The Show opens!

�  September 8: Guild Reception and
Sale, Gallery Night

Fort Worth Weaver’s Guild
Show 2007 Criteria
[This is a reprint of the article from the
December 2006 issue.  ED]

In accordance with Guild policy the
following criteria will be in place for the
2007 Show at the Fort Worth Community
Arts Center:

1. Each member of the Guild is
encouraged to submit two items to
hang for the Show.

2. Items must have a handwoven
element and have been completed

since the last Guild Show in October
2005.

3. Guild members who weave on a
limited basis are encouraged to submit
handwoven items of their choosing
that have not been previously shown
at a FWWG Show.

4. Show entries may be offered for
sale; a 20% commission on items sold
will be paid to the CAC.  All entries
sold must hang for the entire length of
the Show.

5. A description of all items to be
shown must be provided to Lynn
Smetko by June 30, 2007, in order to
be included in the Show Brochure.
Select digital photographs may be
included in the brochure.  If you have
one available, a digital picture may
accompany your description.

6. Items to be hung in the Show will be
collected by Cynthia Bohnenblust by
August 1, 2007.  Items may be
submitted earlier to Nancy Berger,
Allison Gray or Margaret Humphries.

7. The 2007 Fort Worth Weavers Guild
Show will have a one-day sale on
Saturday, September 8th in
conjunction with the Gallery Night
Reception.  Twenty percent (20%) of
sale prices will be retained by the
Guild.  All items to be sold must be
tagged following Guild guidelines.  An
inventory must accompany the items
for sale.  MaGee Grundmann will
answer any questions about the Sale.

8. Items to be raffled to the general
public will be acquired from guild
members.  The items will be
purchased at ½ retail price with the
balance to be repaid proportionally, if
possible.  Guild members will be
asked to sell raffle tickets.

“  . . . on the Road again . . . “  –
Ann Schrader

On a recent trip to Phoenix and Sedona,
Arizona, two things were so outstanding
that I wanted to share them with you.

Following our flight to Phoenix, we
planned to make the Heard Museum our
first stop, but the airline canceled our
morning flight so we didn’t arrive early
enough in the afternoon to do justice to
any museum, much less one of such
magnitude.  So, we went bright and early
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the next morning and to our delight,
found "free admission" on Sundays.  A
"private" docent tour for the four of us
made our stop very enjoyable.

In 1929, Dwight and Maie Heard chose a
location in central Phoenix to house their
personal art and artifacts collection.
Today, the focus of the Heard Museum is
on both traditional and contemporary
Native American art.  There are more
than 35,000 items in its permanent
collection.

The Heard is a showcase for Native
American art and culture in the United
States, revealing the tribal cultures of the
region through exhibits, demonstrations
and live performances.  During our visit,
a woman was demonstrating intricate
beading.  There are also works by
contemporary Native American artists on
display: Life in a Cold Place, Arctic Art
from the Albrecht Inuit Art Collection will
be on exhibit through July of this year.

Sole Stories, American Indian Footwear,
traces the history of shoes.  The exhibit
features various footwear - old and new -
worn by Native Americans.  Decorated
with paint, beads, quills, fur and more
were moccasins, boots, tennis shoes,
mukluks, and the ice skates worn by the
first female Native American athlete to
participate in the Olympic Winter Games.

The Heard Museum is THE place to see
the best Native American art and get the
best information on Native American
history.

After our morning at the Heard, we drove
to Sedona - Red Rock Country.  In
Sedona, we found Garland©s Navajo Rug
Shop, where the delightful staff shared
their vast knowledge of the rugs.  We
were invited into a locked room where
very old rugs are on display.  They
realized we were only lookers, not
buyers, but took time to answer
questions and add to our understanding
of the rugs we saw.

In one area, they have a rug so amazing
I could not believe such a beautifully
handwoven rug was so huge and unique.
Go to http://www.garlandrugs.com to see
photographs of the rug, weaver and
weaving progress from beginning to the
end.  Access the home page, look under
the "News" heading and click on the

September 1, 2006, "See it here!" listing
which will bring you to the pages
pertaining to this weaving.

To see the rug on another web site, and
read more about the weaver and the
award she won at the 2006 Indian Market
in Santa Fe go to
http://www.indiancountry.com/content.cf
m?id=1096413554.  I’ll copy some of the
pertinent parts for those of you who don’t
have computer access.

Sarah Paul Begay’s Rug

Sarah Paul Begay spent three years
weaving memories of her grandmother
and creation stories into this multi-
paneled rug.   The Navajo woman from
Indian Wells, Arizona, dotted the border
with the imagery she remembers from
growing up on the reservation - her
grandmother©s hogan, wagon, barrels,
palomino and a single white sheep. She
produced the colors from natural dyes
she made from Folgers and Yuban
coffees, stinkbugs, wild carrots and black
walnuts.  Her efforts paid off August 18,
2006, when she won the Best of Show
award at the 85th Annual Santa Fe
Indian Market.  Begay said she made the
rug as a tribute to her grandmother, who
taught her to weave.
©©The last string I was pulling through, I
had tears streaming down my face,©© she
said. ©©I said, ©Thank you, Grandma.©©©

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday to You in April!

Nancy Berger (12), Rose Helmbright (13)

Lynne Lovett (17), Lorelei Caracausa (20)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did you know . . . wool
ransomed a king? The wool tax
paid the ransom of King Richard the
Lionheart captured during the Crusades,
and to this day the Lord Chancellor sits in
Parliament on a woolsack to mark the
historical importance of the wool trade....

Publishing Opportunity – CPI
Book Project
Barbara Matthiessen is working on a
weaving book for Creative Publishers
International. This will be a book about
small weavings, less than 14" wide, with
a contemporary, slightly edgy feel.  She
is offering to pay from $100 to $250 for a
project with instructions.  Projects will be
returned to you once the book is
completed.

If you or someone you know is interested
in contributing a project for the book,
send jpeg images of your project idea
before April 15th.  Finished pieces should
be sent to her by June 1.  To send an
item, contact Barbara at
http://www.creativeartdiner.com or to get
more information about the project, send
your questions to her at
barbaramatthiessen@earthlink.net.

Internet Resources: Web sites offer

assistance or interesting or useful information.

Share your favorites.

�  Fort Worth Weaver’s Guild –
http://www.fortowrthweaversguild.com

�  Other Guild postings are available at
http://www.FortWorthWeaversGuild@yahoogr

oups.com.

Revisit these sites --

http://www.weavecast.com

�  Jana Trent told us about this site,
and it’s worth a repeat, especially if
you haven’t visited and listened to
Syne Mitchell interview some really
impressive weaving guests.

http://www.arts.state.tx.us/txoriginal/index.asp

�  Ellen Smith found this site which
features all manner of art in and by
Texans.  It’s a good place to find out
what’s going in the State, to let Texans
know what you do and learn about
other Texas artists in many disciplines.
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Member Information Up-date
Please add these additions and changes
to your copy of the Guild Yearbook:

�  Margaret Arafat: The correct address
is 1738 Blevins Lane.

Note: This information is for Guild use only, and is

not included in the edition shared with other guilds

or organizations.

. . . from the Editor . . .
Margaret Arafat

Contrary to what some may tell you
(especially those with a financial stake in
the matter) you needn’t have a huge,
fancy loom to be a weaver.  Many of us
fondly remember our first weaving
venture -- most of us had the same one –
potholders.  My eldest grandson made
one for my birthday last year, and it
hangs proudly next to the silicone ones I
actually use.  A potholder loom is
obviously one of the more simple looms,
and there are other tools and techniques
one can use to make beautiful,
handwoven pieces without taking up lots
of floor space or spending much money.
However, is there anyone reading this
who would be content with just a
potholder loom?  I doubt it.

The moment I saw looms in the window
at Woolenworks in McKinney, I knew I
had to have one.  Since I’d never woven,
they wouldn’t sell one until I’d “kicked a
few tires.”  That was in September; by
February I had a 45” floor loom with 4
harnesses and room for 4 more.  Those
other 4 were on the loom 2 months later.

I bought the second loom because I
needed something for workshops.  I
hated this loom; it didn’t weave like it’s
very older, wonderful brother at
Woolenworks.  I sold it, and used the
money to help pay for the one I have now
which weaves like a dream and is
beautiful to boot.

That should have been enough, but I had
loom-envy: more harnesses would help
weave fancy twills with plain weave
selvedges; a drawloom would let me
weave very intricate designs; a
countermarch would make rug weaving
better.  Whatever I was craving at any
given moment, I never considered a loom
with a compu-dobby – it just didn’t seem
weaverly.  Sam listened quietly to all my
musings about which loom would suit me
best, all the while keeping his own
counsel except for the rare comment that
I needed to sell something to buy
something else.  My inability to decide
what I needed/wanted should have been
enough to set his mind at ease.  It wasn’t,
and he finally threw the wrong two cents
into the ante: “I think you need a loom
with a computer.”

Through Lorelei’s intervention on my
behalf, Maggie, my wonderful Australian
friend, entered my life even before I left
Texas for Italy.  Once again, Lorelei wove
her magic wand, and I own another loom.

If you have an AVL, you’ll may recognize
some bits from this pile of lumber that sits
in our living room.  Even in this form it’s a
warm and beautiful sight.  How I acquired
it is a sad story, but like our new
members, Katherine Novak and Martha
Zinn, who bought Dorothea Engleman’s
looms, buying a loom from an estate is a
way to keep the memory of its former
owner alive in the things you weave on it.

“ Diane, the Loom”

I’ve had many gracious offers to help put
it together when I move it to my attic
studio, but I may decline.  I know I’ll need
assistance learning to use it, but part of
the fun of having a new loom, even a
gently used one, is getting out the tool
box and the owner’s manual and
assembling it yourself.  It’s part of the

learning curve to becoming a weaver.
The ever-present curve can be gentle or
logarithmic in scope, but you learn
something new about the weaving
process all the time and find the roller
coaster ride exhilarating.  I think of it as
an exciting puzzle, and learn as much
now as I did when I wove my first
potholder.  It may not be much of one,
but I always find an “ah ha” moment in
weaving.  This is going to be my steepest
curve, but it’s a challenge I know I will
conquer.

Do any of us need three looms or that
much firepower to weave?  Of course
not.  My husband has more than one
chain saw.  Who cares?  I have more
than one loom, and because the latest
addition to my collection cost so much
less than a new one, I don’t have to sell
something to get something.  All of you
new or less-experienced weavers who
don’t yet have a loom are going to have
such a grand time.  Kick a few tires, and
enjoy the ride from potholder loom to
your first “real” loom.

Advertising in the Heddle Herald is

available at the following rates:

$20 = full page

$15 = 2 columns or ½ page

$10 = 1 column or ¼ page

$5 = less than 1 column or �  page

Rates are per issue and apply to any

business ad regardless of Guild-affiliation.

Ads must be submitted in copy-ready

format. The sale of personal fiber-related

equipment is listed free of charge by Guild

members; all others are charged $25 per

issue.  Checks are made payable to

“FWWG.”   Contact the Editor to advertise

or for more information.   

Deadline!
Submissions for the next edition of

the Heddle Herald are due not
later than Wednesday, May 9.

There will not be an issue in April.

For Sale!
Cherry Norwood Floor Loom

$400
36” , 4-harness

Contact Teresa Sanchez
817-602-5450
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2006-2007 Committees
Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are

in the Yearbook.

CHT Samples

Lorelei Caracausa

Community Service/Education

Leslie Shimomura

Financial Advisement

John Grundmann

Guild Show - 2007

Allison Gray; Nancy Berger

Histor ian

Ellen Smith

Hospitality &  Sunshine

Jean Walbridge

L ibrary

Sue Freeman; Lorelei Caracausa

Membership

Gypsy Perry

Newsletter

Margaret Arafat

Nominating

MaGee Grundmann

Vision

Sherri Coffey; Pat Souder

Web Site

Lynn Smetko, Nancy Berger, Sherri Coffey

Yearbook

Lorelei Caracausa

Miscellaneous

Share your experience and knowledge and

keep the HEDDLE HERALD informative

and interesting.  Send articles and reports to

Margaret Arafat at harafat@mindspring.com

or call 817-379-1493 or 817-422-8134.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Swap & Shop . . . your trash may be

someone’s treasure.  If you’ re cleaning off

your shelves, don’ t forget your fellow fiber

fiends.  Put a price on it and bring it with you!

Books, magazines, yarn, patterns, tools,

equipment – if you can haul it in, someone

may want to take it off your hands.  If it

doesn’ t sell, you take it back home.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Show-and-Tell, etc. . . . Remember to bring

your fiber-related items for Show-and-Tell,

and don’ t forget your nametag and cup.

Events Calendar
�  Balenciaga and His Legacy

Date: February 4 – May 27, 2007

Location: Meadows Museum, SMU

Campus, Dallas

Information: 214-768-2516 or

http://www.meadowsmuseumdallas.org

�  “ 007 – Weave and Let Dye”

CHT Conference

Date: April 26-28, 2007

Location: Houston, Texas

Additional Information TBA

�  Textiles, Textures & Treasures:

FWWG CAC Show 2007

Date: September 2007

Additional Information TBA

�  Lace Weave Workshop: Jette

Vandermeiden

Date: October 6-8, 2007

Location: Burleson Electric Co-operative

Building, Burleson

Information and/or Registration:

Teresa Sanchez 817-602-5450

�  Linen Workshop: Kati Reeder

Meek

Date: February 2008

Additional Information TBA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know of an upcoming event, don’ t keep
it to yourself, share the information so

everyone can see what, where and when it is.

The HEDDLE HERALD is published eight

times a year for members of the Fort Worth

Weavers’  Guild.

Unless otherwise noted, the FWWG meets

at the Fort Worth Community Arts Center,

1309 Montgomery Street, at the corner of

Montgomery and Lancaster Avenue.

Meetings are held on the fourth Saturday of

the month during September and October

and January through April.  Meetings begin

at 10:00 AM for coffee, followed by a

10:30 AM Business Meeting and Program.

The December Meeting is a Christmas

Party held at a member’s home on a

Saturday selected by the Board.  The May

Meeting, a potluck luncheon at which new

officers are installed, may also be held at a

member’s home.

Dues for membership in the FWWG are

payable in May at two levels: $20 a year

for members who receive Internet copies of

the Newsletter and $25 per year for those

who receive it through the US Postal

System.  Checks are made payable to the

“FWWG.”

� � � �
 	 %� �&� 
 �

New Hours!

Wednesday

1:30-5:00p

Thursday-Saturday

10:00-5:00p

Remember, Guild-members always
receive a 10% discount.

Heritage Arts
P.O. Box 250

Grandview, Texas 76050
817-517-5800 (metro)
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President: Margaret Humphries
1st Vice President/Programs:  Ann Schrader
2nd Vice President/Publicity: ~~OPEN~~
Treasurer : Barb Nelson
Secretary: MaGee Grundmann

President's Notes --
Margaret Humphries

It looks as if spring might actually be
here.  Trees are in bloom, and in the
middle of the afternoon, the sky is dark
and ominous, lightening punctuates the
sky and thunder rumbles loudly.  I'm
certain several of you are enjoying
afternoons at your loom, but since The
Grandgirls are here for the week,
weaving is on hold, which means the
linen is on hold.  Yes, the linen for the
Shaker towels has made its way onto the
loom, but is not threaded or woven. I will
get them done, thanks to those of you
who have sent èncouraging' e-mails
asking about my progress.

We will be back at the Community Arts
Center this month, and our own Lynne
Lovett will present the Program. I'm
certainly looking forward to another great
program.

The crown this month should go to
Margaret Arafat, Nancy Berger and Jean
Walbridge who have been designing the
raffle tickets and the advertising
bookmarks for the CHT goodie bags.
Nancy is also busy cooking gourmet dog
treats -- my grandpup said ªYum.º

Barb Nelson's gorgeous Easter
handtowels are going to be published in
an e-book on the Interweave Press web
site. This is a great accomplishment.
Congratulations, Barb.

I listened to an NPR piece on aging a few
weeks ago, and the speaker said there
are three C's to staying young. The first
is Connectivity; we need people around
us we care about and who care about us.
The second is Caring for your body by
working out and eating right.  The third is
Creativity: it's extremely important to
involve yourself in any creative endeavor.
The FWWG provides two of the three Cs.
Come to a meeting, and people who care
about you and who will help inspire your
creative side will surround you.  Now, if
we walked to our meetings, we'd be the
youngest group around.  You do keep
me young, and I thank you.

This will be my last regular meeting as
President.  Two years have certainly
passed quickly for me, and I'm going to
miss sitting down and writing my
thoughts out each month.  I'll see you on
the 24th at 10:00. ~ � � � � � � � �

Treasurer's Report: March 2007

 Barb Nelson

Previous balance in February 2007:
$5,609.05

Total expenditures since last Report:
$119.99

February Program Honorarium: $75.00

“Get Acquainted” Tea Expenses: $44.99

Total deposits since last Report:
$319.00

Fall Workshop Deposits: $309.00

Dues: $10.00

Present balance as of March 2007:
$5,798.06.

Meeting Minutes: February 24, 2007

MaGee Grundmann

President Margaret Humphries called the
meeting to order.  Gypsy Perry welcomed
the new members in attendance.  New
member Katherine Novak was unable to
attend today's meeting, and plans to be
at the March Meeting.

Ann Schrader introduced Michael Cook
who presented an inspiring program on
tablet/card weaving.  Members received
handouts that included addition resource
details, techniques and web site.

Secretary  - MaGee Grundmann
January Meeting Minutes approved as
published in the Newsletter.

Treasurer - Barb Nelson
The current balance was published in the
February edition of the Heddle Herald.

CAC Show - Nancy Berger & Allison Gray

Not present.

CHT - Margaret Arafat

The Conference is April 27-29. Donations
for door prizes should be sent by March
15.  Registration for the Members Exhibit
is due by March 5th.  The FWWG will be
able to sell 2007 CAC Show raffle tickets
for Lynn Smetko's shawl at the
Conference, and will have postcards or
bookmarks to announce the event in
participants' registration bags.
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Community Service – Leslie Shimomura

Not present.

Historian - Ellen Smith/Margaret Humphries

The theme for the Guild's CHT display
will be Bonding with the Past.  Please
contact Ellen if you have items to loan for
the display.  She will accept any items at
the March Meeting.

Hospitality / Sunshine - Jean Walbridge

ªThank youº Sue Freeman, Katie Gosko
and Dotty Schearer for the refreshments
at the Meeting.  Volunteers for the March
Meeting are needed.
Flowers and a card from the Guild were
sent to Lynn Smetko who is recovering
from surgery.

Librarian - Sue Freeman

Someone is needed to review Weaving a
Traditional Coverlet by Helen N. Jarvis
for the next issue of the Newsletter.

Membership ± Gypsy Perry

New members were welcomed at a ªget
acquaintedº tea where they had the
opportunity to meet their mentors.

Newsletter - Margaret Arafat

ªHats offº to Jean Walbridge for a great
job as ªguest editorº of the February
newsletter.
The deadline for next issue is March 14.
Please remember that vendor
advertisements are a way to generate
funds to offset newsletter printing costs.

Nominating Committee ± MaGee

Grundmann

The Slate of Officers for 2007-08 was
announced:
�  President: Margaret Arafat
�  2nd Vice President/Publicity: Nancy

Berger
�  Treasurer: John Grundmann
Committee Chairs for the next two (2)
years were announced:
�  Hospitality/Sunshine: Evaline Wright
�  Newsletter: Jean Walbridge
�  Workshops: Cynthia Bohnenblust.
The Volunteer/Community Service Chair
is open.  Contact MaGee if you are
interested in this position.

Programs - Ann Schrader

Lynne Lovett will present Weaving for
Garments at the March Program and will
show you how to use your woven
yardage to create flowing, alive clothing.

Workshops - Teresa Sanchez

The October workshop with Jette
Vandermeiden will be on lace.  The sign-
up sheet was distributed, and the $25
workshop-deposit was collected from
those who signed.

Web Site ± Nancy Berger/Margaret

Humphries

Committee members are Sherri Coffey,
Nancy Berger, and Lynn Smetko.  The
web site is up and running at
www.fortworthweaversguild.com.

Yearbook - Lorelei Caracausa

Please contact Lorelei if you would like
your copy of the Yearbook brought to the
next meeting.

Three-by-five (3ºx5º) cards on which to
write changes to published information
were distributed.

Vision - Sherri Coffey and Pat Souder

No report.

The Meeting was adjourned.

The Heart of the Matter ±
Margaret Humphries

Officers and Committee Chairs: Since will
not be a Meeting in April, elections for
officers for Guild-year 2007-08 will be
held at the March Meeting.  If you are
interested in any of the officer or chair
positions, please contact MaGee
Grundmann or me before the Meeting.
[See Volunteer/Community Chairperson
description at the end of this column. ED]

Summer Meetings: The informal
meetings we had last summer on the
fourth Saturday of each month were such
fun that some of us would like to do them
again.  This topic will be up for discussion
and voting this month.  If we decide to
have meetings, suggested topics thus far
for our non-business get-togethers
include: working on projects for the 2007
CAC Show, and having Michael Cook
conduct a tablet weaving class on his
very unique tapestry technique.  If you
have an idea about a subject, be ready to
talk about it.

Dues: Dues for Guild-year 2007-08 are
payable at the May Meeting.  The
Newsletter Editor will announce whether
dues for recipients of the mailed version
of the Heddle Herald need to be raised to
reflect the increase in postal rates.

CHT: Our April `meeting' will be held at
CHT in Houston.  There are over 20 of us
going to the Conference.  Take notes to

share, take pictures to show, and have a
great time.  Spread the word about how
great our Guild is and promote our
September Show at the CAC.  Make note
of my cell number, 817-988-8359, so we
can stay in touch.

Volunteer/Community Service
Chairperson Wanted: Margaret

Arafat

Part of educating the Community about
weaving as an art form involves helping
non-weavers develop an appreciation of
the craft.  One of the ways we can do this
is to demonstrate weaving in various
venues such as reenactments, art shows,
schools, fairs, bazaars, etc.  Guild
members have volunteered when given
the opportunity, however, we don't
always hear about an event until it's too
late to participate. The
Volunteer/Community Service
Chairperson position was created to help
us find events at which to demonstrate
our weaving talents to the Community ±
it's good for them and us.

This Chair position is currently open.
The duties include ±

�  Acting as the Guild's liaison for
volunteer activities in the Community;

�  Determining whether each specific
request for volunteers is an
appropriate venue for the Guild;

�  Soliciting volunteers for each event,
and when needed, serving at the
event to assure adequate Guild-
representation; and

�  If the FWWG decides to seek tax
exempt� status at a future date,
collecting documentation and
maintaining records of volunteer hours
worked by each Guild member�

If you're interested in this Chair position,
please contact MaGee Grundmann.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday to You in March!

Rebecca Shanks (8), Kristie Bodeman (10)

Nancy Dorsey (13), Toni Russell (25)

Moira Sills (25),  Barb Nelson (29)

Barbara Wilson (31)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Programs: Ann Schrader

Weaving for Garments: Lynne Lovett . .
. ªWhat fibre should I choose? Which
weave structure is the most suitable?
How dense should I sett the fabric: Once
the fabric is woven, how do I choose the
best pattern for the finished fabric?º

Come for a discussion of weaving for
garment sewing, and learn the answers
to these questions and more.  If you have
fabric you've woven and aren't sure what
to do with it, bring it to the meeting for the
questions and answer session.

Guild Challenge ± Suppressed desire or
forbidden fruit . . . Color, weave structure,
fibre . . . ?  Is there anything you have
always wanted to use or do, but never
had the nerve?  Try something new; you
might like it.  Open up to new
experiences.  Show your fellow Guild-
members who you really are or would like
to be.  Express yourself in weaving!
Bring the results of your new weaving
adventure and the new you to the May
Meeting.

2007 Programs Schedule

March 24, 2007
Lynne Lovett: Weaving for Garments

Fort Worth CAC

April 2007 ~ No Meeting ~ CHT

May 19, 2007
Spring Luncheon & Guild Challenge

Ridglea Presbyterian Church

Hospitality/Sunshine:
Jean Walbridge

Hostesses for the March Meeting are
Cynthia Bohnenblust, Rose Helmbright,
and Rebecca Shanks.

Thank you BJ Conrad for your triaxial
samples and cards.

Don't forget your extra weaving samples
(4" x 4") for use in the new cards to send
from the "Sunshine Committee."

Membership: Gypsy Perry

On February 21, 2007, we held a
ªNewcomers' Tea.º   Why a TEA?  Since
the new members who joined in January
showed so much interest in our guild and
in weaving, I thought it would help these
ladies to meet their mentors, to see what
kind of weaving could be done on their
own looms and give them a chance to

ask questions in a smaller setting. The
new members attending were Jane
Cashion, Sue Jolly, Sandra Gonzalez,
Moira Sills and Martha Zinn.  Rose Willis,
from Arlington, visited our group to learn
what we do as weavers.  Katherine
Novak joined the Guild at the Tea; we
look forward to introducing her to all of
you on March 24.  Simply beautiful,
delicious mid-morning fare: fresh fruit
tray, cheese and cracker board, small
cookies, a British lemon pound cake with
fresh raspberries. Coffee and Tea. Thank
you, Margaret Humphries, for opening
your home and loom room to all of us.
But then, any opportunity to look in
Margaret©s loom room is a treat.  My
warmest thanks to Margaret Arafat,
MaGee Grundmann, Margaret
Humphries, Barb Nelson and Jean
Walbridge. These mentors have
graciously volunteered to instruct, answer
questions, encourage, and be available
to Jane, Sue, Sandra, Moira and Martha.

The Fort Worth Weavers Guild is made
up of a very special group of women and
gentlemen, and it certainly shows.

2006-07 Workshops: Teresa
Sanchez
Fall 2007 Workshop ~ The Lace Weave
Workshop with Jette Vandermeiden is
booked for October 6, 7 and 8, will meet
from 9:00a-4:00p each day at the
Burleson Electric Co-op Building.  A $25
deposit will hold your space.  The
projected cost for the Workshop is
$74.00, but this may change due to
airline fees, number of participants, etc.
Full payment is due at the May Meeting.
See me at the Meeting on Saturday or
contact me at 817-602-5450 if you'd like
to sign-up for one of the 4 slots still open.

We will also be taking names for a ªWait
Listº for the workshop.  Places often
open, and there is a good chance those
on the Wait List will be able to take the
workshop.

A bit about Jette . . . She's been weaving
for 30 years and teaching for almost as
many.  She delves deeply into the ªhow
and whyº of understanding weave
structure.  Jette has taught many college
weaving and Master Weaver diploma
courses at national and international
conferences, guilds and through her own
studio.  She writes a quarterly column,
The Loom Bench, which explains how

weave structures work.  She has served
as Chairman of Weaving Education for
Ontario Handweavers and Spinners, is
past editor of Fiber Focus and has
published many articles. Jette weaves
damask on her drawloom in her spare
time, but is currently focusing on
relearning how to weave tabby correctly.

Spring 2008 Workshop ~ We will begin to
take deposits in September 2007 for the
February 2008 Linen Workshop with
Katie Reeder Meek.  The fees for this
workshop will be announced later.

Yearbooks: Lorelei Caracausa

If you don't have a copy of the Yearbook,
contact me by telephone or e-mail.

Book Review: Ann Schrader

Weaving a Traditional Coverlet, A How-to
Book, Helen N. Jarvis

When I volunteered to review this book, I
didn't realize what a positive thing it
would be.  For the past ten years, I've
wanted to use the beautiful red Swedish
wool and off-white cotton warp that is
part of my inherited stash to weave the
coverlet for which the thread was
purchased.

After reading Weaving a Traditional
Coverlet, A How-To Book by Helen N.
Jarvis, a fine step-by-step book for the
beginner coverlet weaver, my next
project will be a coverlet!

Mrs. Jarvis starts with the selection of a
pattern, emphasizing the importance of
scale.  She explains how to make a
drawdown from a threading draft or from
an actual coverlet.  Whether you want an
exact reproduction of an old coverlet or
want to make modifications, Mrs. Jarvis
has all of the answers: the old term
"tromp-as-writ" becomes clear.  She also
suggests using templates to help make a
drawdown less tedious.

She covers everything from how to
choose the number of panels to be
woven, seam placement, borders and/or
fringes (woven, leno and knotted), pick-
up inscriptions, to seaming and finishing.
I was impressed by the hints she had for
all phases of weaving.  She includes yarn
choices, warp measurement, loom
dressing with detailed beaming
instructions (back-to-front), and threading
and sleying tips.
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In the back of the book are blank record
keeping and planning worksheets, a nice
list of the most useful books on coverlets
. . . and a computer program for coverlet
calculations.

Mrs. Jarvis advises the weaver to "aim
for excellence" the first time, because it
might be the only coverlet she weaves.

This book, and others, may be checked
out from the Guild's extensive library by
contacting Sue Freeman.

Shaker Towel Study Group: Sue

Freeman

This is it!  Your samples are due at the
March Meeting!  Each of your 19 3ºx3º
samples should be accompanied by a
write-up that includes a copy of the
pattern draft, the type of fibre you used,
other specific weaving information,
including any problems or variations you
encountered with the draft.

If you wove a towel with your samples,
don't forget to bring it, too.  Remember
that Ellen Smith would like to borrow your
towel for the Guild Table at CHT.  She
will return all towels to their rightful
owners at the May Meeting.

If you haven't finished your samples by
March 24, keep working.  You can
distribute them later.  Do come to the
Meeting, however, and see the samples
that were completed.

If you have questions, please call me.

ªTextiles, Textures &
Treasures:º  FWWG Show 2007
Allison Gray

I know everyone is busy working on his
or her show entries, and the work will be
absolutely fabulous.  Space permitting,
we may be able to hang two items from
each member, so the Show will be twice
as good!  We want everyone to
participate!

At this year's show, we will have an
ªinspirationº book available in the Gallery
that will allow for a hands-on experience
of our work.  Each item hanging in the
Gallery will have a page designed by
you, the artist.  You may include a
swatch that people can touch or thrums
or photographs or any item that inspired
your work.  Participation in this book is

entirely voluntary.  We hope it contributes
to a richer experience for our guests.

Work behind the scenes is progressing
nicely.  Raffle tickets for a beautiful
cotton shawl woven by Lynn Smetko will
be available for sale at CHT in Houston.
The drawing will be September 30, 2007.
The more tickets you buy the better
chance you have of winning!  Of course,
we want to sell some to the Public, as
well.  The Guild will have an insert
advertising the Show and Sale in CHT
registration bags.  It's never to early to
get people thinking about a trip to Fort
Worth.

Members may donate an item to the
Guild for the Sale on Saturday,
September 8 on a strictly voluntary basis.
Sale proceeds would help defray the cost
of the Guild's CAC Show.  If your
donated item does not sell, it will be
returned to you. The Guild will not store
any unsold items this time (consider it a
lesson learned!).  If you're participating in
the Shaker Towel Study Group and
weave an extra towel to donate, it should
sell quite easily.  If not, you'll get it back.

Upcoming Deadlines to remember:

�  May 19 Guild Meeting: Be ready to
make a volunteer commitment.

�  June 30: Lynn Smetko needs a
description of your Show entries for
the Program.

�  August 1: Cynthia Bohnenblust will
begin accepting your items for
hanging in the Show.

�  August 25: Magee Grundmann will
begin accepting items for the Sale.

�  September 1: The Show opens!

�  September 8: Guild Reception and
Sale, Gallery Night

Fort Worth Weaver's Guild
Show 2007 Criteria
[This is a reprint of the article from the
December 2006 issue.  ED]

In accordance with Guild policy the
following criteria will be in place for the
2007 Show at the Fort Worth Community
Arts Center:

1. Each member of the Guild is
encouraged to submit two items to
hang for the Show.

2. Items must have a handwoven
element and have been completed

since the last Guild Show in October
2005.

3. Guild members who weave on a
limited basis are encouraged to submit
handwoven items of their choosing
that have not been previously shown
at a FWWG Show.

4. Show entries may be offered for
sale; a 20% commission on items sold
will be paid to the CAC.  All entries
sold must hang for the entire length of
the Show.

5. A description of all items to be
shown must be provided to Lynn
Smetko by June 30, 2007, in order to
be included in the Show Brochure.
Select digital photographs may be
included in the brochure.  If you have
one available, a digital picture may
accompany your description.

6. Items to be hung in the Show will be
collected by Cynthia Bohnenblust by
August 1, 2007.  Items may be
submitted earlier to Nancy Berger,
Allison Gray or Margaret Humphries.

7. The 2007 Fort Worth Weavers Guild
Show will have a one-day sale on
Saturday, September 8th in
conjunction with the Gallery Night
Reception.  Twenty percent (20%) of
sale prices will be retained by the
Guild.  All items to be sold must be
tagged following Guild guidelines.  An
inventory must accompany the items
for sale.  MaGee Grundmann will
answer any questions about the Sale.

8. Items to be raffled to the general
public will be acquired from guild
members.  The items will be
purchased at ½ retail price with the
balance to be repaid proportionally, if
possible.  Guild members will be
asked to sell raffle tickets.

ª  . . . on the Road again . . . ª  ±
Ann Schrader

On a recent trip to Phoenix and Sedona,
Arizona, two things were so outstanding
that I wanted to share them with you.

Following our flight to Phoenix, we
planned to make the Heard Museum our
first stop, but the airline canceled our
morning flight so we didn't arrive early
enough in the afternoon to do justice to
any museum, much less one of such
magnitude.  So, we went bright and early
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the next morning and to our delight,
found "free admission" on Sundays.  A
"private" docent tour for the four of us
made our stop very enjoyable.

In 1929, Dwight and Maie Heard chose a
location in central Phoenix to house their
personal art and artifacts collection.
Today, the focus of the Heard Museum is
on both traditional and contemporary
Native American art.  There are more
than 35,000 items in its permanent
collection.

The Heard is a showcase for Native
American art and culture in the United
States, revealing the tribal cultures of the
region through exhibits, demonstrations
and live performances.  During our visit,
a woman was demonstrating intricate
beading.  There are also works by
contemporary Native American artists on
display: Life in a Cold Place, Arctic Art
from the Albrecht Inuit Art Collection will
be on exhibit through July of this year.

Sole Stories, American Indian Footwear,
traces the history of shoes.  The exhibit
features various footwear - old and new -
worn by Native Americans.  Decorated
with paint, beads, quills, fur and more
were moccasins, boots, tennis shoes,
mukluks, and the ice skates worn by the
first female Native American athlete to
participate in the Olympic Winter Games.

The Heard Museum is THE place to see
the best Native American art and get the
best information on Native American
history.

After our morning at the Heard, we drove
to Sedona - Red Rock Country.  In
Sedona, we found Garland©s Navajo Rug
Shop, where the delightful staff shared
their vast knowledge of the rugs.  We
were invited into a locked room where
very old rugs are on display.  They
realized we were only lookers, not
buyers, but took time to answer
questions and add to our understanding
of the rugs we saw.

In one area, they have a rug so amazing
I could not believe such a beautifully
handwoven rug was so huge and unique.
Go to the Garland Rugs web site see
photographs of the rug, weaver and
weaving progress from beginning to the
end.  Access the home page, look under
the "News" heading and click on the

September 1, 2006, "See it here!" listing
which will bring you to the pages
pertaining to this weaving.

To see the rug on another web site, and
read more about the weaver and the
award she won at the 2006 Indian Market
in Santa Fe access the Indian County
web site.  I'll copy some of the pertinent
parts for those of you who don't have
computer access.

Sarah Paul Begay’s Rug

Sarah Paul Begay spent three years
weaving memories of her grandmother
and creation stories into this multi-
paneled rug.   The Navajo woman from
Indian Wells, Arizona, dotted the border
with the imagery she remembers from
growing up on the reservation - her
grandmother©s hogan, wagon, barrels,
palomino and a single white sheep. She
produced the colors from natural dyes
she made from Folgers and Yuban
coffees, stinkbugs, wild carrots and black
walnuts.  Her efforts paid off August 18,
2006, when she won the Best of Show
award at the 85th Annual Santa Fe
Indian Market.  Begay said she made the
rug as a tribute to her grandmother, who
taught her to weave.
©©The last string I was pulling through, I
had tears streaming down my face,©© she
said. ©©I said, ©Thank you, Grandma.©©©

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Birthday to You in April!

Nancy Berger (12), Rose Helmbright (13)

Lynne Lovett (17), Lorelei Caracausa (20)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did you know . . . wool
ransomed a king? The wool tax
paid the ransom of King Richard the
Lionheart captured during the Crusades,
and to this day the Lord Chancellor sits in
Parliament on a woolsack to mark the
historical importance of the wool trade....

Publishing Opportunity ± CPI
Book Project
Barbara Matthiessen is working on a
weaving book for Creative Publishers
International. This will be a book about
small weavings, less than 14" wide, with
a contemporary, slightly edgy feel.  She
is offering to pay from $100 to $250 for a
project with instructions.  Projects will be
returned to you once the book is
completed.

If you or someone you know is interested
in contributing a project for the book,
send jpeg images of your project idea
before April 15th.  Finished pieces should
be sent to her by June 1.  To send an
item, contact Barbara  through the
Creative Art Diner web site..

Internet Resources: Web sites offer

assistance or interesting or useful information.

Share your favorites.

�  Fort Worth Weaver's Guild ±
http://www.fortowrthweaversguild.com

�  Other Guild postings are available at
http://www.FortWorthWeaversGuild@yahoogr

oups.com.

Revisit these sites --

http://www.weavecast.com

�  Jana Trent told us about this site,
and it's worth a repeat, especially if
you haven't visited and listened to
Syne Mitchell interview some really
impressive weaving guests.

http://www.arts.state.tx.us/txoriginal/index.asp

�  Ellen Smith found this site which
features all manner of art in and by
Texans.  It's a good place to find out
what's going in the State, to let Texans
know what you do and learn about
other Texas artists in many disciplines.

Deadline!
Submissions for the next edition of

the Heddle Herald are due not
later than Wednesday, May 9.

There will not be an issue in April.
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. . . from the Editor . . .
Margaret Arafat

Contrary to what some may tell you
(especially those with a financial stake in
the matter) you needn't have a huge,
fancy loom to be a weaver.  Many of us
fondly remember our first weaving
venture -- most of us had the same one ±
potholders.  My eldest grandson made
one for my birthday last year, and it
hangs proudly next to the silicone ones I
actually use.  A potholder loom is
obviously one of the more simple looms,
and there are other tools and techniques
one can use to make beautiful,
handwoven pieces without taking up lots
of floor space or spending much money.
However, is there anyone reading this
who would be content with just a
potholder loom?  I doubt it.

The moment I saw looms in the window
at Woolenworks in McKinney, I knew I
had to have one.  Since I'd never woven,
they wouldn't sell one until I'd ªkicked a
few tires.º  That was in September; by
February I had a 45º floor loom with 4
harnesses and room for 4 more.  Those
other 4 were on the loom 2 months later.

I bought the second loom because I
needed something for workshops.  I
hated this loom; it didn't weave like it's
very older, wonderful brother at
Woolenworks.  I sold it, and used the
money to help pay for the one I have now
which weaves like a dream and is
beautiful to boot.

That should have been enough, but I had
loom-envy: more harnesses would help
weave fancy twills with plain weave
selvedges; a drawloom would let me
weave very intricate designs; a
countermarch would make rug weaving
better.  Whatever I was craving at any
given moment, I never considered a loom
with a compu-dobby ± it just didn't seem
weaverly.  Sam listened quietly to all my
musings about which loom would suit me
best, all the while keeping his own
counsel except for the rare comment that
I needed to sell something to buy
something else.  My inability to decide
what I needed/wanted should have been
enough to set his mind at ease.  It wasn't,
and he finally threw the wrong two cents

into the ante: ªI think you need a loom
with a computer.º

Through Lorelei's intervention on my
behalf, Maggie, my wonderful Australian
friend, entered my life even before I left
Texas for Italy.  Once again, Lorelei wove
her magic wand, and I own another loom.

If you have an AVL, you'll may recognize
some bits from this pile of lumber that sits
in our living room.  Even in this form it's a
warm and beautiful sight.  How I acquired
it is a sad story, but like our new
members, Katherine Novak and Martha
Zinn, who bought Dorothea Engleman's
looms, buying a loom from an estate is a
way to keep the memory of its former
owner alive in the things you weave on it.

“ Diane, the Loom”

I've had many gracious offers to help put
it together when I move it to my attic
studio, but I may decline.  I know I'll need
assistance learning to use it, but part of
the fun of having a new loom, even a
gently used one, is getting out the tool
box and the owner's manual and
assembling it yourself.  It's part of the
learning curve to becoming a weaver.
The ever-present curve can be gentle or
logarithmic in scope, but you learn
something new about the weaving
process all the time and find the roller
coaster ride exhilarating.  I think of it as
an exciting puzzle, and learn as much
now as I did when I wove my first
potholder.  It may not be much of one,
but I always find an ªah haº moment in
weaving.  This is going to be my steepest
curve, but it's a challenge I know I will
conquer.

Do any of us need three looms or that
much firepower to weave?  Of course
not.  My husband has more than one
chain saw.  Who cares?  I have more
than one loom, and because the latest

addition to my collection cost so much
less than a new one, I don't have to sell
something to get something.  All of you
new or less-experienced weavers who
don't yet have a loom are going to have
such a grand time.  Kick a few tires, and
enjoy the ride from potholder loom to
your first ªrealº loom.

Events Calendar
�  Balenciaga and His Legacy

Date: February 4 ± May 27, 2007

Location: Meadows Museum, SMU

Campus, Dallas

Information: 214-768-2516 or

http://www.meadowsmuseumdallas.org

�  ª 007 ± Weave and Let Dyeº

CHT Conference

Date: April 26-28, 2007

Location: Houston, Texas

Additional Information TBA

�  Textiles, Textures & Treasures:

FWWG CAC Show 2007

Date: September 2007

Additional Information TBA

�  Lace Weave Workshop: Jette

Vandermeiden

Date: October 6-8, 2007

Location: Burleson Electric Co-operative

Building, Burleson

Information and/or Registration:

Teresa Sanchez 817-602-5450

�  Linen Workshop: Kati Reeder

Meek

Date: February 2008

Additional Information TBA

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If you know of an upcoming event, don’ t keep
it to yourself, share the information so

everyone can see what, where and when it is.
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2006-2007 Committees
Telephone numbers and e-mail addresses are

in the Yearbook.

CHT Samples

Lorelei Caracausa

Community Service/Education

Leslie Shimomura

Financial Advisement

John Grundmann

Guild Show - 2007

Allison Gray; Nancy Berger

Histor ian

Ellen Smith

Hospitality &  Sunshine

Jean Walbridge

L ibrary

Sue Freeman; Lorelei Caracausa

Membership

Gypsy Perry

Newsletter

Margaret Arafat

Nominating

MaGee Grundmann

Vision

Sherri Coffey; Pat Souder

Web Site

Lynn Smetko, Nancy Berger, Sherri Coffey

Yearbook

Lorelei Caracausa

Miscellaneous

Share your experience and knowledge and

keep the HEDDLE HERALD informative

and interesting.  Send articles and reports to

Margaret Arafat at harafat@mindspring.com

or call 817-379-1493 or 817-422-8134.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Swap & Shop . . . your trash may be

someone' s treasure.  If you' re cleaning off

your shelves, don' t forget your fellow fiber

fiends.  Put a price on it and bring it with you!

Books, magazines, yarn, patterns, tools,

equipment – if you can haul it in, someone

may want to take it off your hands.  If it

doesn' t sell, you take it back home.

¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨ ¨

Show-and-Tell, etc. . . . Remember to bring

your fiber-related items for Show-and-Tell,

and don' t forget your nametag and cup.

The HEDDLE HERALD is published eight

times a year for members of the Fort Worth

Weavers'  Guild.

Unless otherwise noted, the FWWG meets

at the Fort Worth Community Arts Center,

1309 Montgomery Street, at the corner of

Montgomery and Lancaster Avenue.

Meetings are held on the fourth Saturday of

the month during September and October

and January through April.  Meetings begin

at 10:00 AM for coffee, followed by a

10:30 AM Business Meeting and Program.

The December Meeting is a Christmas

Party held at a member' s home on a

Saturday selected by the Board.  The May

Meeting, a potluck luncheon at which new

officers are installed, may also be held at a

member' s home.

Dues for membership in the FWWG are

payable in May at two levels: $20 a year

for members who receive Internet copies of

the Newsletter and $25 per year for those

who receive it through the US Postal

System.  Checks are made payable to the

ªFWWG.º


